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THE LIFE OF JOHN KYOX, 
ABRIDGED FROM THE WORK 
OF THE REV. THOMAS M’CRIE. 


(Concluded from p. 150.) 


DuRinG two years he résidéd at 
Geneva, happy in the friendship 
of Calvin and of the other minis- 
ters. But nothing could extin- 
guish his regard to Scotland, and 
his desire of promoting there 
the establishment of the reform- 
ation. Being requested by some 
of the nobility to réturn to Ed- 
inburgh, he bade adieu to his 
congregation and repaired to Di- 
eppe. At this place, discourag- 
ing letters from Scotland reach- 
ed him, which, together with a 
relactance to occasion. such 
scenes of discord and bloodshed 
as he expected, induced him to 
relinquish his journey. By his 
letters, however, he still advanc- 
ed the reformation. In one of 
them, speaking of the doctrine 
of predestination, he says, “If 
there be any thing, which God 
did not predestinate and appoint, 
then lacked he wisdom and free 
regimen; [ or government; ] or if 
any thing was ever done, or yet 
after shall be done in heaven or 
in earth, which he might not 
have impeded (if so had been 
bis godly pleasure.) then is he 
Vou. X. 


not omnipotent; which three 
properties, to wit, wisdom, free 
regimen, and power denied to be 
in God, { pray you what rests in 
his Godhead? The wisdom otf 
our God we acknowledge to be 
such, that it compelleth the very 
malice of Satan, and the horrible 
iniquity of such as be drowned 
in sin, to serve to his glory and 
to the profit of his elect.” 
Knox returned to Geneva in 


the end of (557, and in the fol-. 


lowing year was engagad in 
making a new translation of the 
Bible into English, which is 
called the Geneva Bible. He al- 
so wrote several treatises, of 
whieh the one, that made the 
greatest noise, was The first Blast 
of the trumpet against the mon- 
strous Regiment of Women, in 
which he assailed the practice of 
entrusting the reins of govern- 
meut in nations to females. The 
first sentence is—-“To promote 
« woman to bear rule, superiori- 
tp, dominion or empire, above 
any realim, nation, or city, is re- 
pugnant to nature, contumely to 
God, a thing most contrarious to 
his revealed will and approved 
ordinance; and finally it is the 
subversion of all equity and jus- 
tice.” It was undoubtedly the 
cruelty of queen Mary of Eng- 
fand towards the protestants 
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which incited him to blow this 
blast. It was his intention to 
sound his trumpet thrice; but on 
the accession of queen Elizabeth, 
who favored the protestant cause, 
he was induced to abandon his 
desiga, although his opinion re- 
mained unaltered. 

His letters to Scotland had the 
effect of eneouraging the prot- 
estant lords, and they soon re- 
newed their invitation to him. 
Bidding adieu for the last time 
to Geneva he went to Dieppe, 
and thence sailed to Leith, where 
he landed in May 1559. In the 
preceding year an aged priest 
was commitied to the flames on 
a charge of heresy;—an event, 
which awakened the general in- 
dignation of the people, and 
strengthened the protestant in- 
terest. On his arrival he found, 
that the queen regent was de- 
termined to suppress the reform- 
ed religion; all the preachers of 
which she summoned to trial at 
Stirling on the 10th of May. In 
reference to this order he says in 
a letter, “Satan rageth even to 
the uttermost, and l am come, I 
praise my;God, even in the brunt 
of the battle. For my fellow 
preachers have a day appointed 
to answer before the queen re- 
ssent, when I intend (if God im- 
pede not) also to be present; by 
life, by death, or else by both, to 
glorify his godly name, who thus 
mercifully hath heard my long 
cries. Assist me with your 
prayers, that nowI shrink not, 
when the battle approacheth,”’ 
As a large number of the prot- 
c'stants were preparing to assem- 
bie at Stirling, the queen bya 
profligate promise to put a step 
io the trial induced them to re- 
turn to their homes. But on 
the day of trial the accused were 
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outlawed for not appearing. 

When the news of this treache- 
ry came tv Perth, where Knox 
had just. preached a sermon 
against the idolatry of the mass, 
and image worship, the people 
in their indignation, notwith- 
standing his efforts to restrain 
them, destroyed all the orna- 
ments of the church and demol- 
ished the monasteries of the 
grey and black friars and of the 
Carthusian monks. 

The evident disposition of the 
queen to maintain with the sword 
the Catholic religion induced the 
protestant lords to enter into a 
close bond of union, and they 
determined, where their auther- 
ity extended, to abolish the pop- 
ish superstition. St. Andrews 
was thought the fittest place for 
beginning the reformation. Ac- 
cordingly Knox went thither in 
June, and proposing to preach in 
the cathedral the archbishop as- 
sembled an armed force and de- 
clared, that if he appeared in the 
pulpit he would give orders te 
the soldiers to fire upon him. 
The noblemen on consultation 
advised him to desist from 
prgsching, as their retinue was 
small, and the queen was near at 
hand with an army, ready to sup- 
port the bishop, But he replied 
in the heroic spirit of the Chris- 
tian, that he was determined to 
preach, “As for the fear of 
danger, that may come to me, 
let no nan be solicitous,” said 
he, “for my life is ip the custody 
of Him, whose glory I seek. I 
desire the hand nor weapon of 
no man to defend me.” The 
next day and for the three suc- 
cessive days he preached | to a 
numerous assembly without the 
slightest opposition or interrup- 
tion. Such was his influence, 
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that the inhabitants agreed to set 
up the reformed worship, and the 
church was stripped of images 
and pictures, and the monaster- 
ies pulled down. Ina _ few 
weeks the houses of the monks, 
were destroyed in other parts of 
the kingdom,even at Stirling and 
Edinburgh. Knox entirely ap- 
proved of the destruction of the 
monasteries, for he observed, 
that “the best way to keep the 
rooks from returning was to pull 
down their nests.” 

At the end of June, he went to 
Edinburgh, and was chosen the 
protestant minister in that city. 
But he soon was sent on a tour 
of preaching through the king- 
dom, and in less than two 
months travelled over the great- 
er part of Scotland, and was the 
means of opening the eyes of 
the nation to the abomina- 
tions of popery. He was also 
at this period much employed 
in some negociations with the 
English court, to persuade to an 
effectual support of the protes- 
tant cause in Scotland against 
the queen regent, and the 
Fregch soldiers sent from 
France to her aid. Flis exer- 
tious at this time were incredi- 
ble; and although the papists 
publicly offered a reward to the 
person who should seize or kiil 
him, he was net deterred from 
the discharge of any duty. The 
protestants, thinking it necessa- 
ry to effect a revolution in the 
government, met at Edinburgh 
in a large assembly consisting of 
nobles, barons, and representa- 
tives of boroughs, and it being 
proposed to depose the queen 
regent, the cpinion of Knox re- 
speeting the lawfulness of that 
sncasure being required, he gave 
his opinion, that it was lawful 


and necessary. She was ac- 
cordingly deprived of her au- 
thority. He was of opinion, that 
that there was a mutual compact, 
implied if not explicit, between 
rulers and their subjects, and 
that if the former became tyrants 
and oppressors, the Jatter have a 
right to depose them from office, 
and to elect others in their 
stead. 

An English army entering 
Scotland in April 1560, the 
French trocps retired to Leith, 
and a treaty was made with 
France, by which it was provid- 
ed, that the troops should be rc- 
moved from the kingdom, and 
that a free parliament shéul d be 
called. ‘This treaty was fatal to 
popery in Scotland, which was 
supported by force only, and the 
reformed worship was every 
where set up. 

In 1560 Knox had a principal 
hand in organizing the national 
church of Scotland. At the 
first General Assembly, Dec. 
20th, he was one of the six min- 
isters present. About this time 
he was calied to a heavy afilic- 
tion by the death of his wife, and 
the care of his two young chil- 
dren was devolved upon him. 

In Mary, queen of Scots, who 
had been educated in France, 
and who came to Scotland and 
assumed the seigns of govern- 
ment August 19, i561, the pro- 
testants found a most determin- 
ed and artful enemy. As slic 
immediately set up the Romi 
Catholic worship in the chapc! 
of Holyrood house, Knox took 
occasion to observe ‘the next 
Sunday ina sermon against idol- 
atry, that “one mass was more 
fearful to him, than if ten 
thousand armed enemies werg 
Janded in any part of the real: 
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which incited him to blow this 
blast. It was his intention to 
sound his trumpet thrice; but on 
the accession of queen Elizabeth, 
who favored the protestant cause, 
he was induced to abandon his 
desiga, although his opinion re- 
mained unaltered. 

His letters to Scotland had the 
effect of eneouraging the prot- 
estant lords, and they soon re- 
newed their invitation to him. 
Bidding adieu for the last time 
to Geneva he went to Dieppe, 
and thence sailed to Leith, where 
he Janded in May 1559. In the 
preceding year an aged priest 
was commitied to the flames on 
a charge of heresy;—an event, 
whieh awakened the general in- 
dignation of the people, and 
strengthened the protestant in- 
terest. On his arrival he found, 
that the queen regent was de- 
termined to suppress the reform- 
ed religions all the preachers of 
which she summoned to trial at 
Stirling on the 10th of May. In 
reference to this order he says in 
a letter, “Satan rageth even to 
the uttermost, and 1 am come, I 
praise my;God, even in the brunt 
of the battle. For my fellow 
preachers have a day appointed 
to answer before the queen re- 
gent, when I intend (if God im- 
pede not) also to be present; by 
life, by death, or else by both, to 
vlorify his godly name, who thus 
mercifully hath heard my long 
cries. Assist me with your 
prayers, that nowI shrink not, 
when the battle approacheth,’’ 
As a large number of the prot- 
c'slants were preparing to assem- 
bie at Stirling, the queen bya 
profligate promise to put a step 
io the trial induced them to re- 
turn to their homes. But on 
the day of trial the accused were 


outlawed for not appearing. 
When the news of this treache- 
ry came tv Perth, where Knox 
had just. preached a sermon 
against the idolatry of the mass, 
and image worship, the people 
in their indignation, notwith- 
standing his efforts to restrain 
them, destroyed all the orna- 
ments of the church and demol- 
ished the monasteries of the 
grey and black friars and of the 
Carthusian monks. 

The evident disposition of the 
queen to maintain with the sword 
the Catholic religion induced the 
protestant lords to enter Into a 
close bond of union, and they 
determined, where their auther- 
ity extended, to abolish the pop- 
ish superstition. St. Andrews 
was thought the fittest place for 
beginning the reformation. Ac- 
cordingly Knox went thither in 
June, and proposing to preach in 
the cathedral the archbishop as- 
sembled an armed force and de- 
clared, that if he appeared in the 
pulpit he would give orders te 
the soldiers to fire upon him. 
The noblemen on consultation 
advised him to desist from 
preaching, as their retinue was 
small, and the queen was near at 
hand with an army, ready to sup- 
port the bishop, But he replied 
in the heroic spirit of the Chris- 
tian, that he was determined to 
preach. “As for the fear of 
danger, that may come to me, 
let no man be solicitous,” said 
he, “for my life is in the custody 
of Him, whose glory I seek. I 
desire the hand nor weapon of 
no man to defend me.” The 
next day and for the three suc- 
cessive days he preached toa 
numerous assembly without the 
slightest opposition or interrup- 
tion. Such was his influence; 
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that the inhabitants agreed to set 
up the reformed worship, and the 
church was stripped of images 
and pictures, and the monaster- 
ies pulled down. In a few 
weeks the houses of the monkss 
were destroyed in other parts of 
the kingdom,even at Stirling and 
Edinburgh. Knox entirely ap- 

proved of the destruction of the 
monasteries, for he observed, 
that “the best way to keep the 
rooks from returning was to pull 
down their nests.” 

At the end of June, he went to 
Edinburgh, and was chosen the 
protestant minister in that city. 
But he soon was sent on a tour 
of preaching through the king- 
dom, and in less than two 
months travelled over the great- 
er part of Scotland, and was the 
means of opening the eyes of 
the nation to the abomina- 
tions of popery. He was also 
at this period much employed 
in some negociations with the 
English court, to persuade to an 
effectual support of the protes- 
tant cause in Scotland against 
the queen regent, and the 
Fregch soldiers sent from 
France to her aid. His exer- 
tious at this time were incredi- 
ble; and although the papists 
publicly offered a reward to the 
person who should seize or kil 
him, he was not deterred from 
the discharge of any duty. The 
protestants, thinking it necessa- 
ry to effect a revolution in the 
government, met at Edinburgh 
in a large assembly consisting of 
nobles, barons, and representa- 
tives of boroughs, and it being 
proposed to depose the queen 
regent, the cpinion of Knox re- 
speeting the lawfulness of that 
sncasure being required, he gave 
his opinion, that it was lawful 


and necessary. She was ac- 
cordingly deprived of her au- 
thority. He was of opinion, that 
that there was a mutual compact, 
implied if not explicit, between 
rulers and their subjects, and 
that if the former became tyrants 
and oppressors, the latter have a 
right to depose them from office, 
and to elect others in their 
stead. 

An English army entering 
Scotland in April 1560, the 
French trocps retired to Leith, 
and a treaty was made with 
France, by which it was provid- 
ed, that the troops should be rc- 
moved from the kingdom, and 
that a free parliament shGul d be 
called. ‘This treaty was fatal to 
popery in Scotland, which was 
supported by force only, and the 
reformed worship was every 
where set up. 

In 1560 Knox had a principal! 
hand in organizing the national 
church of Scotland. At the 
first General Assembly, Dec. 
20th, he was one of the six min- 
isters present. About this iime 
he was calied to a heavy afilic- 
tion by the death of his wife, and 
the care of his two young chil- 
dren was devolved upon him. 

In Mary, queen of Scots, who 
had been educated in France, 
and who came to Scotland and 
assumed the seigns of govern- 
ment August 19, 1561, the pro- 
testants found a most determin- 
ed and artful enemy. As she 
immediately set up the Romi 
Catholic worship in the chape{ 
of Holyrood house, Knox took 
occasion to observe ‘the next 
Sunday in asermon against idel- 
atry, that “one mass was more 
fearful to him, than if ten 
thousand armed enemics were 
landed In any part of the realm: 
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on purpose to suppress the holy 
religion.” The queen was very 
much incensed, and had several 
interviews with him, in which 
he conducted himself with great 
skill and firmness. “Think you,” 
said the queen, “that subjects, 
having the powcr, may resist 
their princes?” “If princes ex- 
ceed their bounds, madam,” re- 
plied he, ‘no doubt they may be 
resisted even by power. For 
no greater honor or greater 
obedience is to be given to kings 
and princes, than God has com- 
manded to be given to father 
and mother. But the father may 
be struck with a phrenzy, in 
which he would slay ‘his chil- 
dren. Now, madam, if the 
children arise, join together, 
apprehend the father, take the 
sword from him, bind his hands, 


and keep him in prison till the 


phrenzy be over, think you, 
madam, that the children do any 
wrong?” At an interview, occa- 
sioned by his predicting in the 
pulpit, that great evils would 
be the consequence, if she should 
marry a papist, the queen was 
dissolved in tears, but he re- 
mained firm to his purpose. 
As an apology be protested, 
“that he took no delight in the 
distress of any creature; that it 
was with great difficulty that he 
could see his own boys weep, 
when he corrected them for 
their faults; far less could he 
rejoice in her majesty’s tears;”’ 
an apology, which so enraged 
the proud queen, that she order- 
ed him immediately from her 
presence. In an adjoining room 
he addressed himself to the 
court ladies, “O fair ladies, how 
pleasing were this life of yours, 


_af it should ever.abide, and then 


in the end, that we might pass 
to heaven with all this gay gear!” 

Mary ,soon afterwards caused 
him to be brought to trial on the 
charge of treason; but he was 
honorably acquitted. “Fhat 
night,” says Knox, “there was 
neither dancing nor fiddling in 
the court, for madam was disap- 
pointed of her purpose, which 
was to have had John Knox in 
her will, by vote of her nobility.” 

In the church of Edinburgh 
he preached twice every Sub- 
bath, and thrice on other days of 
the week, besides attending to 
much ecclesiastical business, 
In 1563 John Craig was estab- 
lished es his colleague. In 
March 1564 he married, for his 
second wife, Margaret Stewart, 
daughter of lord Ochiltree. : 

In 1566 he was induced to take 
a journey to England, partly 
from regard to his personal safe- 
ty, and partly from affection 
to his two sons, who were at 
one of the English seminariés. 
While he was absent, the king, 
queen Mary’s husband, was mur- 
dered, Feb. 9, 1567, and she 
soon afterwards married Both- 
well, gencrally supposed to be 
the chief agent in the murder; 
a circumstance, which, in con- 
nexion with others, left no doubt 
onthe mind of Knox, that Mary 
was accessary to the crime. 
She was obliged to resign the 
government, and the Reformer, 
on the 29th of July, preached the 
sermon at the coronation of King 
James VI. While Mary was 
held in confinement he publicly 
maintained, that as she was 
charged with murder and adul- 
tery, she ought to be brought 
to trial, and if guilty to be pun- 
ished with death. At the ciose 
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of the year, the parliament rati- 
fied all the acts, which had been 
passed in 1560 1n favor of the 
protestant religion; and Knox 
had the felicity of seeing the su- 
preme government in the hands 
of the regent, the earl of Mur- 
ray, an intelligent and pious 
protestant, in whose wisdom and 
integrity he had the greatest 
confidence. 

But the regent being soon as- 
sassinated, the country was in- 
volved again in dissensions. 
Grief preyed upon the spirits of 
Knox, and'in Oct. 1570 he hada 
stroke of apoplexy, which fora 
short time impaired his speech. 
In 1571, his life was jin immi- 
nent danger from the hostility of 
a party, who wished to restore 
the queen, One evening a mus- 
ket ball was fired in at his win- 
dow. His friends were under 
the necessity of watching his 
house during the night, and 
they at length persuaded him to 
retire to St, Andrews. Here he 
continued to preach, although 
unable to walk to the pulpit 
without assistance. But when 
warmed by his subject he was 
all life and eloquence. One of 
his hearers represents, that he 
was obliged to lean on the pul- 
pit at his first entry; “but ere he 
had done with his sermon he was 
sO active and vigorous, that he 
was like toding the pulpit in blads, 
or pieces,| and fly out of. it.” 

In August 1572, he returied 
to Edinburgh in feeble health, 
abd anxious to leave the world. 
When he preached, his voice 
could not be heard by half the 
congregation. On_ receiving 
the news of the general massa- 
cre of the protestants in France, 
he was conveyed to the pulpit, 
and thundered the vengeance of 


heaven against the crue] mur- 
derer, the king of France, and 
desired his ambassador to tell 
his master that sentence was 
pronounced against him in Scot- 
land, and that divine vengeance 
should pursue him unless he re- 
pented. The ambassador, hav- 
ing in vain required the regent 
to silence Knox, leit the king- 
dom, 

In November, James Lawson 
was installed as his colleague, 
on which occasion he presid- 
ed and preached for the hast 
time. As he returned to his 
house, his hearers thronged the 
streets to take the last sight of 
their beloved pastor. 

It was his ordinary practice to 
read every day some chapters 
of the Old and New Testament; 
to which he added some of the 
psalms of David, the whole cf 
which he perused regularly 
once a month. Novy. 13th he 
was obliged by sickness to desist 
from his course of reading; 
but he directed the 17th chapter 
of John, the 53d of Isaiah, and 
a chapter of the epistle to the 
Ephesians to be every day read 
to him. He exhorted his ser- 
vants, when he Ccismissed them, 
to walk in the fear of God. Nov. 
15th he sat at table for the last 


time. A friend dining with him, 
he ordered a hogshead of wine to. 


be pierced, and with hilarity re- 
quested him to send for some of 
it, as long as it lasted, for he 
himself should not tarry until it 
was all drunk. Nev. 17th he 
had a most affecting interview 
with the session of his church, 
and addressed them in the fol- 
lowing words: “The day now 
approaches and is before the 
door, for which I have frequent- 
ly and vehemently thirsted, wlicn 
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I shall be released from my 
great labors and innumerable 
sorrows, and shal] be with 
Christ. And now God is my 
witness, whom I have served in 
spirit, in the Gospel of his Son, 
that I have taught nothing but 
the true and solid doctrine of the 
Gospel of the Son of God, and 
have had it for my only object to 
instruct the ignorant, to confirm 
the faithful, to comfort the weak, 
the fearful, and the distressed 
by the promises of grace, and to 
ficht against the proud and re- 
bellious by the divine threaten- 
ings.’ Novy. 20th he said to 
Lord Ruthven, who professed 
his readiness to serve him, “T 
care not for aj] the pleasure and 
friendship of the world.” 

Noy. 2!st, he desired his cof- 
fin to be made, and often said, 
«Come Lord Jesus, sweet Jesus, 
into thy hands I commend my 
spirit. Be merciiul, Lord, to 
thy ehurch, which thou hast re- 
deemed. Give peace to this 
afflicted commonwealth.” 

Nov. 23d, he frequently utter- 
ed pious ejaculations, and ex- 
horted and prayed. Nov. 24th 
was the last day of his life. In 
ithe afternoon he desired his 
wife to read the 15th chap. of 1 
Corinthians, and suid, *O what 
sweet and salutary consolation 
the Lord hath afforded me from 
that chapter?” Being tempted to 


think that he merited heaven on 
account of his faitlifulness in the 
ministry, “blessed be God,” said 
he, «who has enabled me to beat 
down and quench this fierydart by 
suggesting to me such passages 
as these: JVhat hast thou, that 
thou hast not recetved? By the 
grace of God I am what Iam: 
Not I, but the grace of God in 
me.’ About 11 o’clock in the 
evening he gave a deep sigh and 
said, Now it is come, and soon 
expired without a struggle. 

He died in the 67th year of his 
age, exhausted by his extraordi- 
nary labors of body and anxicties 
of mind. Few men were ever 
exposed to more dangers, or un- 
derwent such hardships. 

Nov. 26th he was interred in 
the church yard of St. Giles’s 
Edinburgh. <A great concourse 
of people attended his funeral. 
When his body was laid in the 
grave, the Regent, Morton, pro- 
nounced his eulogium in these 
words: ‘*[There lies He, who 
never feared the face of man.” 

He was ofa small stature and 
of a weakly habit of body. Ae- 
cording to the custom of the 
times he wore his beard long, 
reaching to his middle. 

His principal work is the His; 
tory of the reformation in Scot- 
land. His defence of Predesti- 
nation is written with perspicuity 
and aculencss. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


y For the Panoplist. 
/ 
OK THE SABBATH. NO. I. 
Introductory Paper. 


fy nothing were the Fathers of 
New-FEngland more kighly or 


more honorably distinguished, 
than in their sacred regard for 
the Sabbath. Too wise to in- 
dulge the visionary notion, that 
religion, or sound morality, can 
Jong exist without it, and to’ 
pious not to rejoice in its week 
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jy return, their first care, when 
they came to this country, was 
10 adopt such regulations, as 
might secure at once its bless- 
ings and its perpetuity. They 
laid it asthe corner stone of that 
noble edifice of morals and re- 
ligion, which has in these latter 
times been so much defaced, 
and received s0 many rude 
shocks, from the hands of their 
cegenerate sons—an edifice, the 
very ruins of which are still so 
magnificent. Justly regarding 
the Sabbath as, in a sense, the 
palladium of their infant settle- 
ments, they raised around it a 
strong rampart of wise Jaws, and 
constituted some of the best and 
most influential of their number 
its sentinels and guardians. 

Nor didthey rest here. Sound 
wisdom and sincere piety were 
no less Conspicuous, in the 
means employed by our ances- 
tors tO pelpetuate a reverence 
jor sabbatical institutions, than 
inthe first legal protection of 
those institutions. Fuily sensi- 
ble of the strength ot early hab- 
its, and of the potent and abiding 
influence of first impressions 
on the minds of children, they 
applied themselves with zeal 
and perseverance to the govern- 
ment and instruction of the ris- 
ing generation. This they made 
a part of their daily business. 
But the Sabbath was more par- 
licularly deyoted to these im- 
portant objects. Each tender 
twig was bent, almost as scon as 
it began to shoot. Children 
were taught, both by precept 
and example, to remember the 
Sabbath-day, and in anticipation 
of its approach, to prepare them- 
selves seasonably to enter upon 
its appropriate duties. Instead 
of being indulged in their chilé- 


ish sports at home, or allowed 
to range the fields and walk the 
streets, as 1g but too common in 
our day, they were kept close 
from morning to night; and were 
not in general allowed to go a- 
broad, or engage in any vain re- 
creation, either on the evening 
preceding, or on that succeeding 
God’s holy day. 

Nor was the weekly rest, 
which they were taught to ob- 
serve, permitted to be wasted 
by them in sijoth; nor yet was it 
devoted to what, in strictness of 
speech, are termed mere mental 
improvements. The grand ob- 
ject of parents, in that golden 
age of New-England, was to in- 
stil correct moral and religious 
principles into the tender minds 
of their children, and to mend 
their hearts. In the prosecu- 
tion of this object, they perse- 
vered from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
and from year to year. To this 
end the young members of al- 
most every family were requir- 
ed to commit to memory select 
portions of Scripture, and ap- 
propriate psalms and hymns, as 
well as the catechisms of Dr. 
Watts, and of the Assembly of 
divines. In the mean time, great 
care was taken to inspire the 
rising generation with such a 
love ior public worship, and oth- 
er religious exercises, that the 
Sabbath might not be consider- 
ed as a burden, but as a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honorable. 
It was reasonable to indyglge the 
hope, thata course of religious in- 
struction so early begun, so judi- 
ciously pursued, and so powerfu}- 
ly enforced, by the general exam- 
ple of heads of families, would, 
by the divine blessing, produce 
the happiest effects. This hope, 
if not realized in al] its extent, 
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was so far answered, in the con- 
duct of those concerning whom 
it had been indulged, as to glad- 
den the hearts of the pious pil- 
erims, as they descended to the 
grave, imploring a thousand be- 
nedictions upon their posterity. 

It is certain, from the most 
faithful and candid records of 
those times, that for many years 
after the first scttlers were dead, 
things remained, as nearly as 
could be expected, in the state 
in which they left them. 

When at length, innovations 
began to be made, their progress 
was too slow and insidious, at 
first, to excite any considerable 
alarm. If parents of the third 
and fourth generations, were not 
quite so exact in sanctifying the 
Sabbath,as their fathers had been, 
they certainly reverenced it as 
an institution of God, the gross 
profanation of which would inev- 
itably jeopardize the best inter- 
ests of society. If they yielded 
to their children some few indul- 
gences, which they had not re- 
ceived themselves in childhood, 
their family regulations were 
still such, as would be esteemed 
extremely rigid, by most of the 
present generation. But though 
the decline was slow, it was 
steady, and at length became rap- 
id. The laws against Sabbath- 
breaking were less and _ less 
faithfully executed. Occasion- 
al travelling upon business and 
pleasure came in time to be 
winked at, by informing officers 
and magistrates. Each succeed- 
ing generation took greater lib- 
erties than the preceding had 
done, and, with some few excep- 
tions hereafter to be mentioned, 
the evil has been increasing to 
this very day. I will not say, 
that the corner stone is remoy- 
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ed from its place; though I am 
certain, that it retains but little 
of its ancient beauty: nor that 
its enclosure is wholly taken 
away; becatise the laws for its 
protection still retain their place 
in our statute-books. _ But sure- 
ly the general inefficiency of 
these laws must be obvious to 
every one. We might almost 
suppose them buried under ev- 
ery turnpike road, $0 that the 
men of this generation pursue 
their gains and their pleasures, 
with almost as little interruption, 
as if no divine or human laws, 
requiring the sanctification of 
the Sabbath, were now in exist- 
ence. Loa most alarming ex- 
tent has light and vain conversa- 
tion usurped the place of family 
prayer, and the pious instruction 
of children. Voyages, travels, 
news-papers and novels, have 
gained quiet pussession of the 
shelf, which was once occupied 
by sermons, Bibles and cates 
chisms. Many acloset is con- 
verted into a counting-room. 
The frugal meals of our ances- 
tors, which were usually prepar- 
ed on Saturday, have given place 
to luxurious dinners, prepared 
with much labor upon the day 
which the Lord hath made, and 
in the hours which he calls his 
own. 

Instead of regularly attending 
public worship, as servants were 
once permitted and requir- 
ed to do, they may now be found 
employed in their ordinary work, 
or driving their masters’ vehi- 
cles of pleasure. Many persons 
of high rank, and very extensive 
influence, take the lead without 
hesitation in violating the laws, 
und setting the magistracy at de- 
fiance. So fashionable has it 


become, especially in some ol 
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our large towns, to miake ex- 
cursions for pleasure on the 
Sabbath, that, if I am not misin- 
formed, all the environs are 
thronged with persons of every 
age and of all ranks; a motley 
multitude of statesmen, law- 
yers, meichants, tradesmen, 
carmen, Sailors, pedlars, and 
mendicants, some on foot, some 
on horse-back, and the rest 
in Stages, coaches, phaetons, 
gigs, curricles, Chaises and ev- 
ery other vehicle which fancy 
has invented. I wish 1 could 
add, that these and other fashion- 
able violations of the Lord’s day, 
are no where prevalent but in 
and about our principal towns. 
‘}he lamentable fact, however, is, 
that the Sabbath is greatly pro- 
faned in our small, as well as 
large places; in the country as 
well asthe city. This leaven of 
impiety has been fermenting and 
spreading, till almost the whole 
Jump is leavened. While throngs 
of people are pursuins their 
business and pleasures upon the 
public roads, multitudes are 
sauntering about their fields, ex- 
amining the state of their farms, 
and viewing their cattle and 
sheep, and others are sailing, 
fishing, and taking their pleas- 
ure on the water. 

In the mean time, pretences 
and excuses for engaging in 
manual iabor, especially in time 
of getting in hay and harvest, 
are multiplied to a most alarm- 
ing degree; and actual violations 
of the law in this particular have 
become very frequent. Nay, 
instances are not wanting, in 
which fines imposed and col- 
lected by aregular civil process, 
have been returned to the delin- 
quents, by a formal vote in pub- 
lic town meeting, 

Vou. Xy 
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These practices would give 
great pain toevery pious and re- 
flecting mind, even if they were 
confined to what is generally 
considered as the loose and un- 
principled part of the communi- 
ty. But how much severer pain 
does it inflict to perceive, that 
the poison has spread wide even 
among those, who have sworn 
to exccute the laws, and that the 
church of God itself is infected! 
Painful as is the admission of 
this statement, it is in vain to 
think any longer of denying or 
concealing the fact, that inform- 
ing officers, justices of the 
peace, judges of courts, and 
members of our state and nation- 
al legislatures, are frequently 
guilty of profaning the Sabbath, 
in all, or nearly all the ways that 
have been specified. Equally 
notorious is it, that the names of 
many professors of religion 
might be enrolled to swell the 
melancholy list. Some even go 
so far,as to maintain, with sin- 
gular confidence, that ihe Sab- 
bath, under the Christian dis- 
pensation, is a mere human in- 
stitution; and that the laws, which 
require its cbservance, infringe 
the liberty of conscience. 
Among those, who consider this 
notion as unscripturai, and dis- 
tinctly foresee the ruinous con- 
sequences which must result 
from its becoming general in 
any community, a considerable 
number would readily tolerate 
practices, which are directly sub- 
versive of the sacred institution 
now under consideration. I am 
afraid, that but few, of the most 
strict and conscientious among 
us, are fully aware of the broad 
extent of the fourth command. 
I am afraid, that some very wor- 
thy and pious people do things 
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on the Sabbath, which they ought 
not to do, and omit things which 
it is their duty to perform. 

A minute investigation of the 
causes, of this wide and sinful 
departure from the principles 
and practice of our ancestors, 
would not comport with the de- 
signed brevity of this introduc- 
tory paper. Some of these 
causes, however, I shall just 
mention. 

In the first place, it is well 
known to every person, ac- 
quainted with the early history 
of this country, that after the 
first settlers had established 
themselves, and begun to turn 
the wilderness to a fruitful 
field, they were followed by ad- 
venturers from the mother 
eountry, who were very differ- 
ent from themselves, in all their 
views and habits. These adven- 
turers,by mixing with the earlier 
emigrants, gradually gained an 
influence, with many of the 
young especially, by which their 
high regard for divine institu- 
tions was materially weakened, 
Considering what human nature 
is, this singie cause, continuing 
to operate from one generation 
to another, would have produced 
very alarming innovations. 

But secondly; our sad degen- 
eracy is probably owing still 
more to the demoralizing influ- 
encejof the several wars, in which 
this country has borne a cone 
spicuous part. Hardly any 
thing so deranges the settled 
order of things, as war, even in 
its mildest forms. The passing 
of expresses, the firing of alarm 
guns, the march of armies, the 
transportation of provisions, 
clothing, and all the munitions 
of war, upon the Sabbath, as 
much as on any other day, must 
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unavoidably divert the attention 
of multitudes from the appyro- 
priate duties of holy time, and 
weaken the sense of obligation 
to perform these duties. Atthe 
same time, many are ready to 
take advantage of these things; 
and, under pretence of public 
service, or without any pre- 
tence at all, to pursue their own 
private interest. The lamenta- 
ble effects of our revolutionary 
war, in this particular, must be 
distinctly remembered by all 
the aged now living. I have 
myself heard numbers of them 
speak of it with the deepest re- 
gret. 

Fhirdly; the unexampled in- 
crease of wealth and luxury in 
New England, since the close of 
the war just mentioned, has had 
a demoralizing influence upon 
the people, and -has, in this way, 
contributed largely to multiply 
profanations of the Lord’s day. 
The natural consequence of a 
sudden influx of wealth is, that 
men forget the God that made 
them, and trample upon his au- 
thority. 

But whether the causes, at 
which I have merely hinted in 
passing, be, or be not, the true 
and principal causes of the 
gradual and mournful prostra- 
tion of our sabbatical institutions, 
is not very material. It is vastly 
more important, to point out the 
extent and perpetuity of the di- 
vine precept, on which they are 
founded; to awaken public atten- 
tion to a subject, which involves 
the highest temporal and eter- 
nal interest of the present, and 
of future generations; to inquire 
whether or not an_ effectual 
measure can be devised, to pre- 
serve what is left, and to regain 
what has been lost; and, if so, te 
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produce one grand and united 
effort, in this sacred cause; the 
cause of the church, the cause 
of our country, and the cause of 
posterity. Z X.Y. 


ON THE PRACTICAL TENDENCY 


OF ERROR, 
For the Panoplist. 
Mr. Editor, 
Observing that you inserted my commu- 


nication, On the Causes 0 Error, 1! 
take the liberty to send for your dis- 
posal a few remarks on the practical 
tendency of error. A. D. 


Dip the Apostles travel from 
country to country, endure fa- 
tigue and hunger, brave the rage 
of Jews and Gentiles, of civiliz- 
ed nations and barbarians, to 
preach doctrines, that have little 
or no connexion with practice? 
Far from it: the doctrjnes they 
taught, if embraced sincerely, 
have been and still are produc- 
tive of holy living; while the 
contrary doctrines have always 
had acontrary effect. Howevet 
unfashtonable the opinion may 
be with many, at the present day, 
it is nevertheless true, that erro- 
neous doctrines will lead to sin- 
ful conduct. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns or figs uf this- 
tles? Al good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither cana cor- 
ruft tree bring forth good fru:t; 

but a corrupt tree bringeth fort.: 

evil fruit. Qur Savior ‘knew the 
hearts of men, and the connex- 
ion between doctrines .nd works, 
and could judge unerringly of 
the effects of error on the lives 
of men. The decision, which 
he gave, is abundantly confirm- 
ed by observation. <A careful 
survey of men, their sentiments 
aud conduct, will convince us, 


that, in morals, grafes do not 
grow on thorns. 

If one believes, that God is so 
far above the human family, that 
he feels no concern in what takes 
place among them, does not hear 
their prayers, overrules no events, 
nor requires any account of 
their actions; the natural con- 
sequence of these opinions 
will be, that this man will not 
have God in all his thoughts; 
he will not pray to him, nor fear 
to offend him by profaneness or 
injustice. Such a man has no 
principle to guide his conduct 
but wordly policy; no restraint 
on his Passions but what self-in- 
terest imposes. What security 
have others against his injustice 
or rapacity? The sad effects of 
such libertine principles are 
clearly shewn, by the confused 
and wretched state of the world 
at the present time. 

If one does not believe, that 
Christ was God, with the Father 
in the beginning, he will not 
honor Christ as he honors the 
father; he willnot pay him that 
adoration, love and ebedience, 
which the Gospel requires. 
While he considers the Savior 
as a mere man, he will treat his 
commandments as the command- 
ments of men; he will entertain 
low thoughts of the Son of God; 
he will be negligent and remiss 
in duty towards Him. 

If one does not believe, that 
the human heart 1s totally de- 
praved, he will not earnestly be- 
seech God to give hima new 
heart. He will not advance in 
holin®ss and virtue; for he docs 
not sce, that he lacks these 
things. 

li one believes, that he is in- 
debted to Christ lor nothing bu’ 
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the pardon of his sins, he will not 
feel that heart-felt love and grat- 
itude, which fills the soul, that 
ascribes to the merits of the Re- 
deemer’s sacrifice, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. 
Can he consistently with his 
principles ask the Father, for 
Christ’s sake, and in Christ’s 
name, for spiritual gilts and 
graces? And if he does not ask 
them in the name of Christ, has 
he any reason to expect a favor- 
able answer to his prayers? 

If one believes, that there is 
no bestowment of special grace, 
will he seek any? Will he not 
Yather strive to enter in at the 
strait gate, relying on his own 
strength, and with low and un- 
worthy motives? 

If one does not believe the 
words of Christ, that without me 
ye can do nothing; or the saying 
of the Apostle, that it is not the 
€hristian that lives, but Christ 
that lives in him, will he live 
near to God? Will he sincerely 
and unreservedly give himself 
up to the direction and will of 
his Savior? Will he not rather 
trust too much to himself, and 
go on in his own strength when 
he ought to rely on the grace of 
God for ability to run his Chris- 
tan race? Is not this the reason 
why we see so many, who deny 
with strong asseveration the di- 
vine sovereignty, and as strong- 
ly assert man’s ability to perform 
good works, come far short of 
the Christian standard, and live 
so as to bring dishonor upen the 
cause of Christ? They object 
against the doctrines of tree 
grace and man’s moral inability, 
because, they say, these are 
discouraging - doctrines, and 
enough to pai ralyze all moral ex- 
ertion. But this objection is so 


far from being true, that it is the 
exact reverse of the truth; for it 
leads men away from God, the 
great fountain of living waters, 
and brings them to broken cis- 
terns, that can hold no water. 
He, that lives nearest to God, 
will best obey his will; and he 
will live nearest to God, who 
puts all his trust and confidence 
in Him? | 

If one believes that the Sab- 
bath is not holy time,—he will 
not keep the day holy. He will 
spend in worldly business and 
amusements that sacred portion 
of his temporal existence, which 
God has appointed for re- 
ligious improvement and holy 
duties He will lose the bles- 
sing attached to the obedience 
of the command. His children, 
allowed to spend the day in idle- 
ness, will contract habits of vice, 
and become noxious members of 
society. 

I'rom the preceding observa- 
tlons, we learn the failacy of that 
maxim, so often repeated at the 
present day, “That if a man 
thinks,himself right, he zs right:” 
As if sincerity in any opinion 
made that opinion true. Accord- 
ing to this maxim,—the blas- 
pheming Jew, the deluded Ma- 
hometan, the idolatrous heathen, 
the superstitious papist, the 
scoffing infidel, the debauched 
epicure, and the cannibal savage, 
who eats the mangled limbs of 
his enemy, offered to his imagi- 
nary God, are all right; for I 
doubt not, that some of all these 
classes are honest and sincere. 
Merciful Savior, may I never 
crucily thee afresh by acknowl- 
edging so monstrous a notion. 
May | never repay, by such a 
vile act of ingratitude, thy infi- 
nite condescension and love; 
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which led thee, to pass through 
unparalleled sufferings to re- 
deem sinners, 

We see how necessary it is 
for those, who are well instruct- 
ed in the distinguishing doc- 
trines of the Gospel, to teach 
them with fortitude and dili- 
gence, disregarding the opposi- 
tion and reproaches of the pa- 
trons of error. No wonder they 
are opposed to the truth, for its 
brilliant light discovers their 
shame and depravity. They, 
whose deeds are right, have 
nothing to fear from the dissem- 
ination » of truth. Ye know by 
their fruits those who walk in 
darkness; they hate the light and 
will not come to tt, lest their evil 
deeds should be reproved. 


For the Panoplist. 


A MORSEL FROM THE PROPHE- 
CIES. 


Bisuor Horsley, in a treatise on 
the 18th chapter of Isaiah, pub- 
lished in 1799, interprets the 
three last verses of the preceding 
chapter as relating to the fall of 
Antichrist. The verses contain 
the following prophecy. 

Verse 12. Woe to the multitude 
of many freofile, which make a 
notse like the noise of the seas, 
and to the rushing of nations, 
that make arushing like the rush- 
ing of mighty waters. 

13. Zhe nations shall rush like 
the rushing of many waters; but 
God shall rebuke them,and they 
shail flee far off, and shall be 
chased as the chaff cf the moun- 
tains before the wind, and like @ 
rolling thing before the whirlwind. 

14, dnd behold at even-tide trou- 
¢le; and before the mornizg he is 


not. This is the portion of them 
that sfiotl us, and the lot of them 
that rob us. 

The bishop also observes, that 
the French nation ever since the 
late revolution, “has been a con- 
spicuous and principal branch at 
least of the western Antichrist.” 
There appears indeed the utmost 
reason for this opinion, The 
propriety of interpreting the 
prophecy above quoted, as relat- 
ing to the overthrow of Anti- 
christ, appears from its being 
immediately followed by the 
prophecy of the restoration of 
the Jews, in the 18th chapter. 
For what should so naturally 
precede the conversion of the 
Jews, and the general preva- 
lence of the kingdom of Christ, 
as the signal vengeance of God 
on the cnemies of his king- 
dom? 

According to this interpreta- 
tion, there can be little room to 
doubt, that the prophecy in these 
three verses has been fulfilling 
in Europe ever since the middle 
of the year 1812. The Anti- 
christian power is represented 
as surviving the first overthrow; 
but only to experience new trou- 
bles and a speedy dissolution. 

H. 5. 


A LETTER FROM A YOUNG LADY, 
GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF HER 
FATHER’S DEATH. 


My dear Aunt, 
ALTHOUGH my brother has writ- 
ten by this opportunity to my 
grandfather, informing him cf 
the particulars of my father’s 
sickuess and death, yet, as 1 
know whatever relates to these 
melancholy scenes will be highly 
interesting to you, LT cannot re- 
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frain from dwelling more partic- 
ularly upon some parts of them 
than he has done. 

It must be a source of joy and 
consolation to us all, my dear 
aunt, to reflect upon the last days 
of my dear and most excellent 
father. His character as a Chris- 
tian shone at this awfully try- 
ing season, most transcendently 
bright. Although at times rack- 
ed with agonizing pain, yet he 
was patient and resigned, con- 
stantly affirming that his suffer- 
ings were less than he deserved, 
and dwelling with the most lively 
gratitude on the numerous bles- 
sings with which he was still sur- 
rounded. But if temporal mer- 
cies awakened his gratitude, 
much more did those of a spirit- 
ual nature. Qh! I trust I shall 
never forget how continually, 
and with what ardent affection 
and thankfulness, he spoke of 
the blessed Redeemer. Never 
was faith more firm, more entire 
than his. He rejected with ab- 
horrence all reliance upon any 
merits of his own; again and 
again declaring to those, who 
spoke to him of the excellence 
of his character, that he was a 
poor unworthy sinner, and had 
no hope, no consolation, but what 
he derived from the atonement, 
righteousness, and intercession 
of his Almighty Savior. He was 
a firm believer in the great 
truths of our holy religion, and 
lamented exceedingly, the great 
and dangerous errors, which 
have crept imperceptibly into 
the Christian church. The su- 
preme Deity of our glorious Re- 
deemer was a doctrine dear to 
his heart, and which he constant- 
ly endeavored to inculcate. The 
doctrines of the depravity of the 
human heart, and the absolute 


necessity of regeneration by the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, are 
truths, which made an essential 
part of his system. These doc, 
trines, although branded with the 
name of enthusiasm, and pro- 
nounced by an unthinking mul- 
titude to be unfriendly to the in- 
terests of morality, he highly 
valued. 

Whenever his strength would 
permit, the Bible was his com- 
panion and comfort; and when 
he became too feeble to read 
that, and the latter part of Dod- 
dridge’s Rise and Progress of 
Religion in the Soul of Man, he 
would frequently beg my mother 
to read to him. Precious books: 
(he would frequently exclaim) 
oh! what comfort, what consola- 
tion is there! The two last chap- 
ters of Doddridge’s, the Chris- 
tian rejoicing at the prospect of 
death, and the Christian honor- 
ing God by his dying conduct, he 
listened to with peculiar pleas- 
ure. The advice given in the 
last chapter, he endeavored, as 
far as his exhausted strength 
would permit, to imitate; but, 
we have to regret, that during 
many of the last days of his life, 
he was rendered incapable of 
conversing. Thus have I at- 
tempted to give you a sketch 
(but oh! how faint,) of the death- 
bed of my dear lamented parent. 
O that you had been here, to 
have witnessed his humility, con- 
trition, resignation, and holy tri- 
umph. I hope and pray, that 
these solemn, mournful, and yet 
pleasing scenes, may make an 
impression upen all our hearts, 
which time shall, never be able 
to efface. May we dic the death 
of the righteous, and our last 
days be like his. We have, in- 
deed, abundant cause to moura 
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for ourselves; for we have lost 
a most affectionate parent and 
friend, and my mother, a tender 
and excellent husband: but we 
mourn not as those without hope; 
for we feel a strong, a perfect 
assurance, of his having entered 
upon a glorious immortality, 
where he will be forever with 
that Savior, whom, while he 
was with us, he loved, honor- 
ed and obeyed; anc be released 
from that imperfection, that sin, 
which he has so often, and so feel- 
ingly lamented. 

I regret that I am obliged to 
close my letter, for when I en- 
ter upon this subject, I am un- 
willing to relinquish it. May 
God, of his infinite mercy in 
Christ Jesus, unite us all at lest 
to the society of angels, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 
where friends shall no more be 
separated, and where we shall 
spend an eternity together, in 
celebrating the praises of him, 
who hath washed us with his blood, 
and made us kings and priests un- 
to God. 

July 20, 1813. 


AN ADDRESS TO CARELESS SIN- 
NERS. 


For the Panoplist. 


My dear friends, 
As you have entered upon an ex- 
istence that must run paraliel 
with eternity, and are blessed 
with powers and faculties capa- 
ble of everlasting Improvement 
in glory and excellence, it must 
fillevery benevolent heart with 
pain to behold you living without 
hope and without God in the 
world; to behold you indifferent 
to your own best interests, and 
pursuing a course of conduct, 


which, unless timely repentance 
intervene, must inevitably sink 
your souls in endless woe. Stand- 
ing, a3 you do, upon the margin 
of the invisible world, itis aston- 
ishing beyond expression, that 
you should bound your views by 
the short term of mortal life, and 
as though earth were your final 
residence, your everlasting home. 
Your attachment to things seen 
and temporal, while you neglect 
those which are unseen and 
eternal, is a convincing, though 
lamentable proof, that the Aeart 
is deceitful above ali things and 
desfierately wicked. You are by 
nature children of wrath, ene- 
mies to the great and glorious 
Jehovah, and obnoxious to the 
penalty of that holy Jaw, which 
thunders in the ears of transgres- 
sors, Zhe soul that sinneth,it shall 
die. But from the cross, pardon 
peace, and salvation, smile on a 
dying world, and invite the ac- 
ceptance of all, without money 
and without price. The gate of 
heaven, barred by the Japse of 
man, 1s now opencd by the hand 
of the Savior, for the admission 
of all, who will cotdially submit 
tothe terms of the Gospel. The 
garden of the Lord, blooming in 
eternal spring, and filled with 
delights unknown in our earthly 
Eden, is now opened for the re- 
ception of perishing souls just 
on the verge of death and hell. 
Can you neglect this great sal- 
vation? Can you coldly turn 
from the cross, and, slighting all 
the joys of heaven, press your 
way tothe regions of woe. O 
my friends, I beseech you, act 
not so mad a part. Awaken 
from your guilty slumbers be- 
fore you lift up your eyes in the 
torments of the bottomless abyss. 
You stand on a tremendous pre- 
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cipice, down which you are liable 
to be precipitated into the gulf 
beneath. Should you die in your 
sins; should you perish, after all 
the invitations, and warnings, 
which you have received in this 
world, how awful must be your 
dade how aggravated your con- 
demnation! God declares, that all 
the finally impenitent shall have 
their portion in the deke which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, 
where there is weeping, and wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth In that 
dark and bottomless pit, the sun- 
shine of hope never disperses 
the rayless gloom; the life-giv- 
ing sound of a Savior’s voice is 
never heard; but all is intermin- 
able and ceaseless miscry, re- 
morse and despair. Will you 
make this your dreary abode? 
Why, O why, will you die? Why 
will you murder your everliving 
souls for the worthless, short-liv- 
ed pleasures of this delusive 
world? Why will you continue 
to tread the broad and beaten 
yoad, when another step may 
plunge you in everlasting ruin? 
Will you not take alarm, and 
hide yourselves from the gather- 
ing tempest, in the pavilion of 
God? Delay not. Your life is a 
vapor that afifieareth but for a 
little time, and then vanisheth 
away. Your momentsare incon- 
ceivably precious, and while you 
are busy here and there about the 
veriest. trifles, they speed their 
flight never to return. Boast not of 
to-morrow; for ere to-morrow 
shall arrive, thehand of death may 
blast your expectations, frustrate 
your schemes, and send your 
trembling spirit to its Maker. 
You are ever on the brink of the 
grave, on the threshold of eter- 
nitye Death waits his commis- 


sion to sever the brittle thread 
of life, and seal your retributive 
State unalterably. 

It is a serious thing to die. 
The moment, which dissolves 
the union between the soul and 
the body is big with everlasting 


‘realities, which the language of 


mortals cannot explain, nor the 
heart of man fully conceive. 
Then the fascinating charms of 
the world, and the deceitful 
pleasures of sin, which now en- 
gross your supreme attention, 
and for which you hazard the 
welfare of your immortal souls, 
will all vanish like a dream, 
leaving you to the pangs of un- 
utterable disappointment. Were 
you possessed of all the honors, 
riches, and joys, which grow on 
earthly soil, they could not ex- 
tract the sting of death, nor 
ward off his fatal shafts. Say, my 
dear friends, how can you meet 
that eventful period; how salute 
the universal conqueror? Shall 
you not want a religion, which 
can pour heavenly light upon 
the dark and gloomy vale, and 
point you to mansions of bliss on 
high? Shall you not need a Sav- 
lor, whose presence can allay 
the swellings of Jordan, and 
whose hand can bear your de- 
parting spirit to the celestial Ca- 
naan beyond? 

Let me intreat you, then, to 
make a good use of present 
opportunities, by laying up a 
treasure in heaven. Rest not, 
till you are the subjects of that 
change of heart which is indispen- 
sably necessary to a preparation 
for heavenly bliss. Repent of your 
numerous and aggravated sins, 
and seek vigorously, and unre- 
mittingly, for an interest in the 
atonement of Ghrist. Seek after 
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true holiness, without which you 
can never see God, nor relish the 
employments of redeemed spir- 
its. Withdraw your affections 
from this dying world, and fas- 
ten them on things above. Thus 
you will be fitted for the inher- 
itance of the saints jn light, and 
your eyes will be strengthened 
for the unclouded vision of God. 
Thus will you possess peace 
and tranquillity amidst all the 
vicissitudes of life, and, if the 
clouds of adversity shall cover 
your horizon, resignation shal 
nevertheless smile in your coun- 
tenance, and your hearts shall 
swell with gratitude and joy. 
When you reach the end of 
your wanderings in the wilder- 
ness, and the vital lamp glim- 
mers in the shades of death, you 
may confidently repose on the 
mercy @6f your Savior, and tri- 
umphantly look forward to the 
place, where Christian pilgrims 
shall mingle their voices in con- 
cert and sing the praises of their 
great Conductor. To that up- 
per region your departing spirit 
shall ascend, and, blessed with 
dmmortal youth and viger, shall 
assimilate to the uncreated 
Rountain of light, making con- 
iinual progression in felicity 
and excellence. 

Can you, my dear friends, re- 
sist the united force of al! these 
considerations? Be assured they 
ave not the offspring of a wild 
imagination, but soiemn truths 
¥pon which the signet of heaven 
is engraved, and therefore wor- 
thy your: deep and constant at- 
tention. QO may they sink deep 
in your hearts, and have an 
ubiding impression, and a saluta- 
ry influence, upon your actions. 
May the Eternal Spirit seal in- 
strucuon to your minds, lead 
Fou in the path of wisdoan, and 

Var. {IX 


by his divine teachings and illu- 
minations. prepare you for that 
rest, which remaineth for the freo- 
file of Gods CLEORA. 


DEATH OF LIEUT. FINLEY. 


The following account of the religious 
feelings expressed by Lieut. Finley, on 
his death-bed, was drawn up by the 
Rev. Dr. Me’ Leod, of New York, at the 
request of Mr. Elisha Coit, of that city, 
and is now published with the cansent of 
the writer. 

This young gentleman entered Harvard 
College, and continued a member of 
that institution a considerable part of 
the regular term of four years. After 
leaving college, he entered the army 
and was profane and careless of reli- 
gion till his last illness. His exact age, 
and the circumstances of his lite, are 
not known to the writer. 


New Yeark, 2d March, 1814. 


Mr. Coit, 
AGREEABLY to your request, I 
send you a statement of the con- 
versation which I had at two dif- 
ferent times with Lieut. Finley, 
atthe first of which you were 
yourself present. It may be grat- 
ifying to his surviving relatives 
to know how bis mind was ex- 
ercised before he left this world. 

When I first called on him, he 
was involved in doubts and fears 
respecting lis eternal welfare. 
Although he did not expect sud- 
den death, but still cherished a 
hope of partial restoration te 
health, he seemed to be persua- 
ded, that his disorder did not ad- 
mit the hope of a fuil re-establish- 
ment of his Lodily constitution, 
and that it must in the end prove 
mortal. Under these circum- 
Stances, the awfully important 
question, Wherewith shall Icome 
brfore the Lord? deeply affected 
his troubled spirit. 

Without attempting to admin- 
rster any palliatives, my first eb- 
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ject was to ascertain the extent 
and the nature of his convictions. 
Upon inquiry, it appeared, that 
in his earlier years he had been 
instructed in evangelical princi- 
ples; that while a student at col- 
lege he becamea Socinian; that 
afterwards, by a natural and easy 
process, he became an Infidel, 
and brought forth the fruits of 
infidelity in a life of vanity and 
profaneness; and that he now 
felt, in the prospect of death, 
that such systems were deceit- 
ful, vicious, and comfortless. 
He cxpressed a deep sense of 
sinfulness,and earnestly request- 


-ed me to point out to him some 


wource of comfort. 

Apprehensive that some par- 
ticular transgressions, obvious- 
ly criminal even in the estima- 
tion of an unsanctified con- 
science, might be the cause of 
his uncisiness, I asked him 
whether some certain acts of 
his life had not occasioned the 
sorrow for sin, which he expres- 
sed, and from which he desired 
relief. 

“Oh no,” was his reply, “my 
actions have indeed been bad; 
but it is the sinfulness of my na- 
ture that rrieves me—my whole 
life has been wicked—I am a 
sinner in every thing—I have no 

elTeousness—no good in me.’ 

4 approved of this sentiment, 
and having confirmed it, by re- 
peating some texts of Scripture, 
}inguired, whether the general 
inofiensiveness ef his lite, and 
his regret for his natural failings, 
night not now suffice to set his 
mind atrest, seeing God is mer- 
citulf He jooked sternly at mc: 
1 caught his cye; there was 
some disappointment in his 
countenance; and when he said, 
“I can depend upon nothing 


but the merits of Jesus Christ,” 
it was ina manner which indi- 
cated some suspicion, that he 


had met with an unsafe spiritual 


guide. Ithen suggested the pos- 
sibijity, that he might still have 
some doubts respecting the truth 
of the Scriptures, the divinity of 


Jesus Christ, and the doctrine of 


the atonement. He had none. 

His principles were, so far, 
correct. He bekeved and trem- 
bled. He repeated, with increas- 
ing earnestness, the request that 
k should point out to him some 
source of comfort. 

Aware of the danger of ill- 
founded hopes and delusory joys, 
l urged bim to reflect and to in- 
form me what comfort, asa ra- 
tional being convinced of his 
own guilt, he most desired. 

“©,” said he with an empha- 
sis, “that 1 may know that my 
sins are pardoned, and that my 
soul shall be saved.” That is a 
knowledge, my friend, I replied, 
which I] have not my self concern- 
ing you, and which of course J 
have it not in my power toimpart 
toyou. This remark had the de- 
sired effect. It startled him, and 
guickened his attention. When 
l added, it is in the first place 
necessary for you to know how 
your sins may be pardoned; for 
ii is soon enough, when pardon 
has become a matter of fact, to 
reflect upon the benefit and ren- 
der it an occasion of joy. He 
quickly asked, “How then shal! 
} obtain the pardon of my sins?” 

This quesuon, I replied, I can 
answer unhesitatingly. I know 
it perfectiy, because God him- 
sell hath clearly revealed it in 
his holy word. J] proceeded to 
explain to him the doctrine of 
the covenant of grace, and the 
nature of faith in Jesus Christ; 
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and endeavored from the Scrip- 
tures to persuade him; that he, 
as a guilty sinner, had a perfect 
right, from the offer, -the invita- 
tions, and the commandment of 
God, to commit his soul for sal- 
vation to Jesus Christ, with as 
much assurance that he should 
be saved, as he had when he 
laid down upon his bed that it 
would support his body, or when 
he trode upon the solid earth, 
that it would certainly bear his 
weight. 

He heard me with profound 
attention. I then put the ques- 
tion, Are you willing to accept 
of cternal life, as the free gift of 
God in Jesus Christ, and to com- 
mit your soul to him with confi- 
dence that he will save you? If 
not, tell me your objections. He 
hesitated. I continued; He Zs 
able to save to the uttermost; 
There is salvation in no other; 
Come, let ws reason together, al- 
though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be white as snow; 
Whosoever comeih shall not be 
cast out. He has pledged his 
word, the word of God, who can- 
not lie, that he will receive you; 
and by his authority, I, as his 
servant, now invite you, even 
you, to give up yourself to him 
with full assurance, that he will 
suave you. Can you refuse? He 
deliberately replicd, “i have no 
objections; I will trust in the 
merits of Jesus Christ.” 

Our conversation then turned 
upon the character of man asa 
dependent and accountable crea- 
turc—the doctrine of a future 
Stale—the divine perfectious— 
the nature of sin and holiness— 
the person and mediation of our 
Lord, the Redeemer—and ef- 
icctual calling by the Hoiy Spir- 
st. On all these points, he glad- 


ly received information and ap- 
peared to entertain correct ideas. 

At his request, I prayed with 
him, and promised soon to re- 
peat my visit. This was on 
Monday, 14th of Feb. and on 
Thursday the 17th, I again cal- 
led upon hitn, 

On my second visit, I found 
him slumbering. ‘The little 
noise, occasioned by my enter- 
ing his apartment, awaked him. 
He instantly recognized me, and 
stretching out his hand to me, 
said, with some emotion; “O, 
dear doctor, I have found Jesus, 
and in him I have peace.”” Tak- 
ing his hand, I replied; Being 
justified by faith we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ—-In the world you shall 
have tribulation, but in me you 
shall have freace. “Yes,” said 
he, pressing my hand, “with 
him, this bed is comfortable.” 

Fearful lest, in his present 
state of bodily debility, his mind 
might have been under some 
undue excitement, and this ex- 
clamation be caused by a deluso- 
ry hope, I took my chair, watch- 
ed his features, changed the sub- 
ject of thought, and inquired 
tor the state ot his health, since 
I lastsaw him. He was per- 
fectly compased and collected. 

I then gradually directed the 
conversation to the Providence 
of God—the duty of resignation 
to his wille-and of tracing out 
his footsteps in the several inci- 
dents of life. He spoke with 
ease, joined in the conversation 
with treedom, observing, that 
he had been brought not only to 
acknowledge the justice of God 
in his own ailictions, but also to 
rejoice in the wisdom and mere 
cy which directed the ume anf 
the circumstances of his diseasf 
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“God,” said he, “hath laid his 
hand upon me, and brought me 
to this place, that I might meet 
you, and by your +t find my 
Redeemer, whom I had been 
denying. I know now, that God 
has called me to trust in his Son; 
T trust in him for my salvation, 
and { am comforted.” 

I again changed the subject of 
conversation, watchful to dis- 
cover to what objects of thought 
his affections inclined. Having 
inquired about his age, natural 
constitution, connexions, and his 
hopes of recovery; he replied 
with candor and sensibility. He 
did not anticipate a speedy 
death. He was willing to die; 
but he wished, if it were the 
will of God, for an opportunity 
of glorifying his Redeemer by a 
public profession of that relig- 
ion, which he had before dis- 
claimed. He added, “The night 
after your first visit, while I was 
meditating upon the character of 
Jesus Christ, and admiring its 
suitableness to my own c:se,l ex- 
perienced an indescribable sense 
of his goodness, and since that 
time Iam happy. At times, in- 
deed, I am _ transported with 
gratitude; but my sense of 
joy isnot always the same. I 
now feel very little emotion, and 
almost forget how grateful I 
ought to be. How comes it, that 
my frame of mind does not con- 
tinue the same?!” 

In the course of this conversa- 
tion, all my fears that he would 

ive way to delusion were dis- 
pelled. I found him so humble, 
discreet, and correct in his 
views and feelings, that I threw 
off all suspicion, and indulged 
him in expressing his emotions 
tn his own way. 

He told me he had never been 


Finley. Mary, 
baptised, and expressed a desire 
to participate both of that sacra- 
ment and of the Lord’s supper. 
He was anxious to go through 
the several parts of Christian du- 
ty, as soon as possible; and wish- 
ed me, when | thought him pre- 
pared to make a profession, to 
administer these sacraments to 
him, asking whether it might 
not be done in his chamber. 

I expressed my approbation 
of the principle of shewing our 
Christian obedience by partak- 
ing these ordinances with all due 
speed, assured him that the place 
made no difference, and that his 
chamber was just as sacred, as 
the most costly edifice; but that a 
blind observance of any rite was 
useless and dangerous, instead 
of being desirable. 

I then explained to him the 
doctrine of the sacraments of the 
New Testament—shewing, that 
they belonged, not so much to 
personal religion, as to Christian 
societies organized according to 
order—that they were provided 
for the Church, and only for in- 
dividuals as connected with the 
visible Church—that the evil lay 
not so much in the want, as in 
the neglect, of these positive in- 
stitutions—that while confined 
by ill health his not participating 
of these ordinances was not 
criminal, and of course not inju- 
rious to him-—that even the coim- 
forts of the Gospel were not lim- 
ited to ecclesiastical rites—that 
dispensing the sacraments out 
of the due order, and even an 
anxiety to receive them, savored 
more of superstition than of god- 
liness—and that al] the enjoy- 
ments of superstitious devouon 
were to be avoided as extremely 
dangerous to the soul. 

He appeared to be satisfied, 
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and eagerly expressed a hope, 
that he should mect me in heav- 
en, and thank me for the good 
he derived from my instruction 
on earth 

After prayer, I retired; but 
not without receiving an invit- 
ation to pay him an another vis- 
it, aS SOON as CONvenient. 

I saw him no more. On Sab- 
bath morning, he breathed his 
fast. Your’s respectfully, 


AvsEx. M’c LEon. 


ON THE CHIEF END OF THE Di- 
VINE ADMINISTRATION. 


For the Panoplist. 
Mr. Editor, 


J Have been deeply interested 
with two papers, that have re- 
cently appeared in the Panoplist, 
on the chief end of the divine 
administration; the first in your 
number for Sept. last, p. 211, 
and the other in your number 
for April, p. 155. 

With the latter, signed F. J. I 
was pleased for several reasons. 
in the first place, 1 was gratifi- 
ed, that you had acquired such a 
correspondent; earnestly hoping, 
that so able a hand would not 
soon be withdrawn from the 
public service. I was particu- 


larly pleased with his introduc-. 


tory remarks, and still more with 
the spirit of the whole. Asit is 
rather uncommon, so itis pe- 
culiarly pleasing, to discover 
the Christian temper shining 
through a controversial discus- 
sion. Itis douLtless, i in a great 
measure, owing to the gall, with 
which controversies are so often 
embittered, that so many Chris- 
lians are disgusted at the very 
name and thought of controver- 
sy. Hence has arisen the max- 
im; Never disfuie concerning re- 


ligion; amaxim as unreasonable 
as it is unscriptural.* God for- 
bid that Christians should give 
occasion any more to use this 
proverb, 

I should have been still more 
pleased with F. J. if I had con- 
sidered him as perfectly correct. 
I will mention a_ few things, 
with regard to which my views 
do not exactly accord with his. 

It does not appear to me, that 
the writer cf the first piece, 
(whom,to avoid circumiocuuion,1 
shall denominate K.) “has made 
an attempt to concillate two o/- 
jrosite theories.” There is, in- 
deed, a kind of citcumstantial 
inconsistency between these the- 
ories. No man can, atthe same 
time, suppose that God adminis- 
ters his government exclusively 
for his own glory and exclusively 
for the good of creatures. But 
there is no such repugnance be- 
tween these theories, as I. J, 
seems to Intimate,—no such re- 
pugnance,as there is between se] 
fishness and benevolence, light 


and darkness,-good and evil, If 


either of these theories were the 
very reyerse of what it is, then 
the repugnance would be mani- 
fest. That is; to say that God 
administers his government for 
his own glory, would be repug- 
nant to saying that he does inior 
the evi/ of creatures; orto say 
that he does it for his own dis- 
honor would be repugnant to say- 
ing that he docs it for the good of 
creatures. 

The two theories, which K. 
has attempted to unite, so far 
from being opposite, appear as 
harmonious, #s any two theories 
can, which relate to the same 
subject. Nay, it we only omic 

* Acts ix, 29; and xv, 2, 7; aud xsu, 17 
aud xix, 8. Jude 
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the circumstance of exclusive- 
ness, are they not harmonious 
parts of the same scheme? and 
parts, which God has actually 
joined together? Is it not a tact 
that God dves promote beth, at 
the same time, by the same 
means,-and in the same way? Is 
it not true, that he never pro- 
motes either, without equally 
promoting the other? And is it 
not manifest, that God might de- 
termine to accomplish, what he 
actually does accomplish, and 
that he might make it the chief 
end of all his operations, to pro- 
mote, to the utmost, his own 
glory and the good of creatures? 

I cannot, therefore, perceive, 
that the theory of K. is incon- 
sistent with itself; or that it is an 
attempt to reconcile incongru- 
ities. 

The difficulty in the mind of 
F. J. seems to arise from the ap- 
prehension, that the theory of 
K. implicitly denies the infinite- 
ly important distinction between 
selfishness and benevolence. It 
is not strange, therefore, that he 
manifests so much zeal and 
acuteness In attempting to dis- 
prove it. “Another unhap- 
py consequence,” he observes, 
‘should have been foreseen, 
when it was affirmed, that fo at- 
tribute to God an wultimute res- 
frect to the hafifiiness of crea- 
tures, initself considered, is little 
more than a pfraraphrase of the 
firopfiosition t/at the glory of Ged 
is his chief end, because it is his 
naiure to firomote this hajipiness, 
and in the production of such ime 
mense Zoud, consists that illustri- 
ous display of himself, which he 
stules his glory. This reasoning 
being admitted as sound, the 
most complete selishness’be- 
comes perfectly  synenymous 


with benevolence, and the pur. 
est picty; for if God seeks his 
own glory, ultimately, when he 
has an ultimate regard to the 
creature’s happiness, in itself 
considered, then creatures, who 
have an ultimate view to their 
own happiness, in itself consid- 
ed, and make this the supreme 
object of their desire, do really, 
and in effect, by this exercise of 
entire selfishness, (for I know 
not how selfishness can, be oth- 
erwise defined,} seek the glory 
of God just as he himself does, 
and as they are required to do; 
because in the production of 
such immense good the glory of 
God consists.” 

The above passage, though 
doubtless very plain to the 
writer, May appear to some, as 
certainly it doesto me, more 
acute than perspicuous. The 
sentences are unhappily long and 
complicated. I think, however, 
it has a meaning, which, after 
several attentive perusals, I have 
discovered. It appears to im- 
ply one or two mistakes, which | 
shall endeavor to point out. In 
order to this, it may be proper 
to premise a few observations 
upon selfishness and benevo- 
lence. 

Selfishness is an undue regard 
to self—a regard to self as suc/ 
Benevolence is the opposite. I 
is a disregard to self as suchi 
As far as aman 1s selfish, he 
regards his own Interest, mere- 
ly because it Is his. As far as ¢ 
man is benevolent, he has ne 
regard to any interest merely be- 
cause itis lis. ‘The heart, that 
is entirely selfish, regards seli 
supremely, and regards self su- 
premely because it is self. ‘The 
bencvolent heart cunnot regar’ 
self supremely, except (as is th* 
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case with God only) self is enti- 
‘led to supreme regard. ‘The 
selfish heart is disposed to 
prostrate every interest that 
comes in its way, exceptits own 
interest. The benevolent heart 
never caninvade the rights of 
another. Selfishness is implic- 
itly, or explicitly, enmity against 
God. Benevolence loves God 
supremely. Selfishness rises 
and rages against every thing, 
thatis calculated to obstruct its 
gratification. Benevolence sur- 
renders its own gralification, 
whenever the surrender will pro- 
mote a more important good. 
Scifishness is the consummation 
of partiality; preferring an in- 
considerabie, and perhaps a 
merely imaginary, good to one 
that is realand infinite. Benev- 
olence is perfectly impartial; al- 
ways preferring a greater good 
to alesss He, who is sehish, 
regards every object according 
as he supposes it will affect his 
interest; and mere/y because he 
supposes it will affect his inter- 
est. He who is benevelent, re- 
rards every object according as 
it appears to be really impor- 
tant, and mere/y because it ap- 
pears to be really Important. 
Selfishness sets up a separate 
interest. Benevolence coales- 
ees with the interest of the 
whole. 

To these remarks, I suppose 
that I. J. and every other well 
informed friend to the truth, can 
most heartily subscribe. 

I. J. appears to have made a 
thistake in supposing, that be- 
nevolence cannot induce God, or 
any other being, to have “an ul- 
timate regard to the creatures, 
happiness, io itself considcred:” 
To have an ultimate regard to 
any object, is the same as to 


make that object an ultimate 
end.* Now it appears to me, 
that benevolence not only allows, 
bat requires, both God and crea- 
tures to make the happiness of 
every being their ultimate end, 
so far as they can promote that’ 
happiness, consistently with 
higher obligations. For happi- 
ness is a real good in itself con- 


sidered, and ought to be valued 


and sought for its own.sake. Be- 
nevolence does not require a 
man to disregard the good ot his 
own soul, nor that of another’s. 
Comparatively indeed, -it may 
require him to date his father 
and mother, and wife and chil- 
dren, and brethren and sisters, 
yea ana his own life also.t Butt, 
positively, it both permits and 
requires a man to seek bis own 
weltare; not because it is lis 
own, but because it is a real 
good. For the same reason, he 
should regard and seek the wel- 
fare of other creatures, and the 


glory of God, according to their 


importance, and his ability to 
promote them. And he should 
regard and seek the welfare of 
hiniself and other creatures, to 
the utmost possible extent, sv 
far as It can be done without in- 
vading the rights of any $ Bat 
here, to prevent mistake, it may 
be observed, that as the glory of 


* An ultimate end is sought for its own 


suke; a subordinate end, tor the sake of 


something else. 

JT Luke xiv, 26. See also Matt. x, 
37 —5Y. 

+ It is generally the duty of a mante 
do more for the prometion of his own 
wellare, than for that of asother; not be- 
cause it is his own, but because he can 
much better realize its importance, and 
also because it is particularly committed to 
his care. For the same reason, it may bea 
duty for aman to dv more for his partic- 
ular’ connex.ons and friends, than for oth- 
ers; and more for his own country than 
fur any other. 
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God is infinitely more important 
than the good of creatures, so 
uil are bound supremely to re- 
gard and seek the divine glory. 

Benevolefice in God is of the 
same nature as benevolence in 
creatures. And it is not possi- 
ble, that the infinitely benevolent 
God should positively disregard 
the welfare of any creature. 
Comparatively he may disregard 
the welfare of millions, and con- 
sign them to eternal woe. But 
as far as can be, consistently 
with the highest good of the uni- 
verse, he must be disposed to 
promote the welfare of every in- 
dividual to the utmost. And 
when he promotes the happi- 
ness of his creatures, he regards 
that happiness as a real good in 
itself considered, and makes it 
an ultimate end,in all that he 
does for its promotion. 

But | would by no means in- 
timate, that the happiness of crea- 
tures 1s not, in any sense, a sub- 
ordinate end. Mr. Edwards 
very justly remarks, “that a 
thing sought may have the na- 
ture of an ultimate, and also of a 
subordinate end.’ The happi- 
ness of creatures will undoubdt- 
edly subserve the glory of God; 
and, in relaticn to that, it may be 
considered as a subordinate end. 
{ wn farther of opinion, that the 
happiness of creatures is much 
more important, considered as a 

subordinate end, than consider- 
ed dS an ultimate end, 

But while the happiness of 
creatures is mace to promote the 
glory of God, the same glory of 
God is made to promote their 
happiness in a sull higher de- 
gree. There is reason to be- 
heve, that the Aoliness of crea- 
tures will promote the glory of 


God and be promoted by it, in 
the same manner. And thus, no 
doubt, the glory of God and the 
good of the created universe, 
will mutually promote each oth- 
er, toa higher and higher de- 
gree in infinite progression. 

Fr. J. appears incorrectly to 
suppose, that if creatures “have 
an ultimate view to their own 
happiness, in itself considered,”’ 
they must “make this the su- 
preme object of their desire.’ 
I think it must be manifest from 
the above remarks, that we may 
desire our own happiness, in one 
sense, aS an ultimate end, ina 
still higher sense as a subordi- 
nate end; and supremely desire 
anc seek the glory of God at 
the same timé. : 

In the sentences above quoted; 
F. J. ciearly implies, that for a 
creature to seek his own happi- 
ness, aS a separate interest, is 
selfishness. This is doubtless 
correct. But he seems farther 
to imply, that this selfishness is 
allowed by the theory of K. In 
this he appears by no means 
correct. As [I understand the 
theory of K. it allows the creas 
ture to desire and seek his own 
happiness as an ultimate end, in 
connexion with the glory oi 
God; and as a subordinate end 
in subserviency to that glory;— 
not aS a separate interest, and 
hot with supreme regard. 

I will take the liberty to make 
a few remarks upon one passage 
more inthe strictures of TF. J- 

“No doubt,” he observes, 
“God’s chief end, with*respect 
to those who are ultimately 
made happy, is their happiness; 
and with respect to those who 
are made miserable, it is their 
misery. But there isa still fur- 
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ther end, to which these respec- 
tively are made subservient, viz. 
the glory of God, which is as 
distinct from the others, as God 
himself is distinct from crea- 
tures ” It the writer would here 
imply, that God has, in all re- 
spects the same regard for the. 
misery of the wicked, as for the 
happiness of the righteous, he 
must be incorrect. God pro- 
motes the happiness of the one 
class because happiness is a real 
good; and because it will be 
made subservient to a further 
rood. He inflicts misery upon 
the other, not because it is a 
cood, (for it is not,) nor because 
it is an evil; but wholly on ac- 
count of the good, to which it 
will be made subservient. Ac- 
cordingly, God is represented as 
having areal and deep regard 
for the salvation of his people. 
But he is represented as being 
very far from having any such 
regard for the ruin of repro- 
bates. While he delights in 
mercy, punishment Is his strange 
work. AsTI live, saith the Lord, 
I have no pleasure in the death 
ef him that dieth. 

Though I am not prepared 
wholly to approve, or wholly to 
condemn, the production of F. J. 
or of K. yet I am of opinion, that 
the views of the latter upon this 
subject, are the mostcorrect. I 
have not the least doubt, that the 
chief and ultimate end, which 
God has in view in all his works 
of creation, providence, and 
grace, is the good of the uni- 
verse—the highest possible in- 
terest or welfare of himself and 
‘creatures, considered as one 


vast and infinite whele. There 
Von. &X. 


appears to be no absurdity, nor 
the least shadow of difficulty, in 
supposing, that God had a real 
regard for the welfare of his 
creatures while they and their 
welfare, were non-entities. Had 
any benevolent person the power 
of creating beings completely 
happy, f am confident he would 
find a motive for exerting that 
power, in the happiness he would 
thus impart. 

A benevolent being necessa- 
fily regards the interest of oth- 
ers, as his own. Inreality, their 
interest is his) He cannot, know- 
ingly, neglect the interest of 
any. The infinitely benevolent 
God cannot have any interest 
distinct from the welfare of crea- 
tures; as his real friends can 
have no interest distinct from 
his. The bond ot perfectness, 
unites all holy beings in the 
most endearing union. Their 
hearts are one; their interests 
are one: And to promote this 
general interest must be the 
great aim and end and exertion 
of all. 

This is a point, which I con- 
ceive has been sct in the clear 
light of demonstration by the il- 
lustrious Edwards, in his disser- 
tution concerning the end for 
which God made the world. * That 
performance, though probably in 
some respects not perfectly cor- 
rect, I do not hesitate to rank 
among the greatest and most 
valuable productions of the 
greatest man, who has yet adorne 
ed the American church. 

Mepivs. 


* See Edwards’ Works, vol vi. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Forthe Panoplist. 
ON CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 


Mr. Editor, 


A constant reeder of yonr interesting pub- 
lication submits to your disposal the en- 
closed thoughts on church disciplise. 
The subject is important; but little at- 
tended to, and still less understoed, es- 
pecially by Christians in general. The 
enclosed was intended as a solution of 
most of those little questions, which 
usally arise in the real prectice of dis- 
cipline. Hkow far the writer has sue- 
ceeded, yourself and the publie will 
judge. X. W. 


Cutrcn discipline is a very sol- 
emn and important part of church 
duty. On a proper exercise of 
it seems to depend, not barely 
the well being. but alinost the 
very existence of the church. It 
may be defined to consist in re- 
proving and admonishing offend- 
ing members, ard in using all 
uther orderly instituted means, 
to recover them to the path of 
duty. 

I pretend not here to enter 
upon a full discussion of this im- 
portant and much disputed sub- 
ject; but shall content myself 
with suggesting and answering 
two or three questions, which 
very naturally arise on a consid- 
eration of it. If what is here 
offered throws no new light on 
the subject, but only excites a 
spirit of inquiry in abler minds, 
and quickens churches to be 
more faithful in this part of their 
duty, the writer will think him- 
self amply compensated. 

It is pretty generally under- 
tood, in this part of our country, 
hat the power of disciplining its 

thambers is vésted in every 
chute): Qur first question may 


then be,—Jlho are the proper 
subjects of church discipline? 

In answer to this, it is evident, 
that none can be properly subject 
to the discipline of a particular 
church, but those who are mem- 
bers of it. Professors of religion 
may reproye the immoralities of 
the world; and indeed they ought 
to do so; but never may they 
treat those who are out of the 
church, as subject to the disci- 
pline of that sacred body. ‘They 
also may notice and reprove Cis- 
orderly professors, who do not 
belong to the same church with 
themselves; but never can an 
offender be considered as sub- 
ject tu a process of discipline, in 
any church, but that to which he 
really belongs. 

The visible church is compos- 
ed of vistble saints, or in other 
words, of such as are visibly ho- 
ly. When, therefore, a person 
has ceased to be visibly holy, and 
has become visibly wicked, he 
has dishonored his profession, 
and is a proper subject of the 
discipline of his brethren. Buti: 
may be thought that this phrase, 
visibly wicked, is not sufficrently 
explicit, to note the proper sub- 


jects of a whole process of disci- 


pline. My brother may be visi- 
bly wicked in my eye; in my 
opinion his conduct miay be very 
sinful, while this is the opinion 
of no one else. Or he may be 
visibly wicked to me only, on 
another accouut, which is, be- 
cause no one else has any knowl- 
edge of his offence. That we 
may not misapprehend this 
phrase, visibly wicked, let me 
state two circumstances, whick 
ought always to apply to offen¢- 
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ers; at least if their offences are 
co be made known to the church. 

1. Their supposed offences are 
(o be unquestionably real ones, 
in the opinion of the complain- 
aut. ‘Lheir conduct must be so 
clearly sinful, as that its crimi- 
nality can rationally be supposed 
capable of being shewn, beth to 
them, and to the world. Not- 
withstanding the world is so full 
of opinions, the judgement of 
mankiud respecting the morall- 
ty of actions, is, especially in 
Christian countries, pretty gen- 
erally uniform. At least, there 
are very many actions so palpa- 
bly wicked, as to be condemned 
without dispute. Of this char- 
acter should be the conduct of 
offenders, especially if their offen- 
ces are to be made known to the 
church, Indeed, a man’s own 
opinion of right and wrong must 
guide him in the first step of 
discipline, which is only private 
reproof. If Z think my brother 
has done wrong, I must reprove 
him. But I may not bring his 
offence to the church, unless its 
criminality is so unquestionable, 
in my Opinion, as that it may ra- 
tionally be supposed capable of 
being shewn, both to him, and to 
the gencrality of mankind. 

2. An offending professor is 
not a proper subject of discipline 
before the church, unless his 
offences are capable of proof. If 
his offences cannot be proved 
against him by at least two cred- 
ible witnesses, the church, as a 
body, is not to believe him guilty, 
and cannot proceed to discipline 
him inaregular manner. If a 
member offends privately, the 
orother who knows of his offence, 
tay labor with the offender ina 
»rlvate way; but no om 4 in such 
2 case, can be a proper subiect 
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of discipline before the church. 
It appears, then, on the whole, 
that professors of religion, who, 
are vistbly wicked; who are guilty 
of some undoubted offence, which 
can be proved against them, are 
proper subjects, and the only 
proper subjects, ofa full process 
of church discipiine. 

Quesiton second: What are the 
proper stefis to be taken, ina pro- 
cess of church discipline? 

These are summarily stated 
by our Savior, in the 18th chap- 
ter of Matthew. If thy brother 
has trespassed against thee, the 
first step, according to his direc- 
tions, is, to go and tell hin his 
Sault between thee and him alone. 
If he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. But if he 
will not hear thee, then proceed 
to take the second step in church 
discipline; which is, to take with 
thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. 
And if he shall neglect to hear 
them, then proceed to the third 
step, which is to éedl it unto the 
church. But tf he neglect to hear 
the church, the fourth step only 
remains to be taken, which js, to 
cast him out, and cause him to 
become to your sacred fraternity 
as an heathen manand a fiublican. 
These directions are so explicit, 
as to need but litthe comment. 
‘Two simple questions, which 
may arise respecting them, will 
be answered. 1. Does Christ 
refer to fersonal offences only, 
when he says, If thy brother shail 
tresfiass against thee; or does he 
refer to sin in genera]? Personal 
offences are such as are aimed 
against the life, property, or rep- 
utation of some individual per- 
son or persons. Such are slan- 
der, theft, dishonesty in dealings, 
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&c.—and it has been the opinion 
of some, that Christ, in the pas- 
sage under consideration, refers 
exclusively to such offences. 
But there is no necessity for 
this opinion; since the.words un- 
der consideration are evidently, 
and very naturally, susceptible 
of greater latitude. The word 
here translated fresfass, is usual- 
ly and literally rendered sin. If 
it had been so rendered in this 
place, the passage would then 
have been, Jf thy brother shall 
sin against thee. The church is 
one body—the body of Christ. 
(1 Cor. xii, 27.) If, therefore, a 
particular member sins, he sins 
against and offends the whole 
body, and every particular mem- 
ber of it. If my brotiier is guilty 
of the sin of profaneness, or 
drunkenness, he sins against, and 
offends me, although he commits 
nothing against me personally. 
We see, then, that there is noth- 
ing in the words themselves, 
which should lead us to suppose 
that they referred exclusively to 
persoaal offences. They may 
very naturally be taken in a 
greater extent, as referring gen- 
erally to the sins of professors. 
T now add farther; that the words 
under consideration not only 
may—they must relate to other 
offences, than those of a personal 
nature. It is evident that Christ 
must, somewhere, have given an 
universal rule respecting disci- 
piine—one which will apply to 
all cases. But we find no such 
rule in Scripture, except in this 
passage. This, then, must be 
an universal rule;—the direc- 
tions here given must refer and 
apply to ali sufifosable offinces, 
and cannot refer to personal 
offences only. If Christ in this 
passage refers exclusively to 
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personai offences, he has then 
given no rule respecting the dis- 
cipline of such members, as are 
chargeable with intemperance, 
idolatry, profaneness, &c. and the 
church cannot be justified in ad- 
monishing, or in excommunicat- 
ing such offending members. 
Kut an error so palpably gross, 
will find no advocates. It seems 
certain, that in the 
have considered, Christ refers 
not only to personal offences, but 
to all the manifest, undoubted 
sins of his covenant people. 2. 
In the passage, Go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him 
alone, does the command of 
Christ extend to any brother, 
who has a competent knowledge 
of the nature and circumstances 
o! the offence; or is it limited to 
the particular brother, who may 
have been personally offended. 
I am ot the decided opinion, that 
the command of Christ, in this 
case, is not to be limited; that 
any brother may rightfully un- 
dertake this business, and labor 
with the offender, who has a 
competent knowledge of the na- 
ture and circumstances of the 
offence. Indeed this is a clear 
inference from what has been 
said. Ait; as we have seen, in bis 
directions respecting offences, 
Christ docs not refer exclusively 
to such as are fersonal, then his 
command in the present case, 
cannot be limited tusuchas have 
been fersonal/y offended. - The 
Same brother is to go and tell 
the offender his fault who has 
been tréspassed against, or sin- 
ned against, by the offender; and 
this, as we have seen, Is evcry 
brother in the church. Any one 
of the brethren then has been 
sinned against by the offender, 
and any one, who has a compe- 
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tent knowledge of the nature 
and circumstances of the offence, 
may rightfully go to the offender 
and tell him of it. But farther:— 
If no brother may go and labor 
with the offender, except he 
who has been personally offend- 
ed, then no offences can be dis- 
ciplined by the church, except 
such as are of a personal nature. 
An offender cannot be disciplin- 
ed for intemperance, or profane- 
ness, or for any other crime, 
which is not personal in its na- 
iure; since, by such a crime he 
does not offend any of his breth- 
ren personally, and of course 
none of the brethren have a right 
to come and labor with him. 
The church must retain the in- 
temperate person, the profane 
person, and many other persons 
of similar characters; since, on 
the principle I am opposing, 
Christ has provided no way in 
which they can be dealt with, 
and, if not reclaimed, cast out. 
But an absurdity so glaring will 
be universally disclaimed; and 
with it must be disclaimed the 
frincifile from which it has flow- 
ed. Further: If no brother, ex- 
cept such an one as has been 
personally offended, can proper- 
ly deal with an ‘offender, then, 
not only all offences, which are 
not personal, but very many fer- 
sonal offences, will be shut out 
trom the notice and discipline of 
the church. Suppose a pious 
sister to have been personally 
offended;—suppose that she has 
been slandered by some other 
sister, or brother, in the church. 
What can she do? and what can 
the church do? Qn the ground 
I am opposing none of the breth- 
ren can deal with the offender; 

since none of the brethren have 
been personally offended. And 


the injured and offended sister 
cannot deal with the offender; as 
she will not be permitted to tell 
her grievances to the church 
and support them there; since 7f 
is a shame to a woman to sficakin 
the church. (1 Cor, xiv, 35.) 
Again: Suppose a church mem- 
ber to give personal offence to a 
neighbor, who is out of the 
church. Suppose him, (for the 
case is certainly possible) to de- 
fraud, to belie, to slander such a 
neighbor. Now what can be 
done? No brother in the church 
can deal with this offender; since 
none of the brethren have been 
personally offended. And cer- 
tainly he cannot be disciplined 
by the abused neighbor, who is 
out of the church. In_ both 
these cases, offences strictly per- 
sonal, and perhaps highly aggra- 
vated, must be overlooked by 
the church; since it is impossi- 
ble, on the principle I oppose, 
that they should be noticed in a 
regular way. Such are some of 
the absurd and evil consequen- 
ces of the principle that no 
brother has a right to deal with 
an offender, unless the offender 
has offended him _ personally. 
We shall therefore be justified 
in discarding this principle; and 
in supposing, in opposition to it, 
that any brother, who has any 
competent knowledge of the na- 
ture and circumstances of an of- 
fence, may rightfully go to the 
offender and deal with him. 
Question third: What is the 
firvfier satisfaction te be made by 
an offender, after a process of 
discipline has been commenced 
in answer to'this, let it be ob- 
served, that he must always be 
humble and penitent for his 
faults, and must make a proper 
confession of them.. This it is 
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belicved will be admitted by all. 

The only question then is—what 
confession is proper for an offen- 
dev? Must it be public or pri- 
vate? This must depend wholly 
on the nature and circumstanes 
of the offence. ‘The contession 
must be as public, as is the of- 
fence. A private confession can- 
siot make satisfacuion fora pub- 
lic offence; and a public confes- 
gion 1s not needed, and probably 
eught not to be made, in order 
to satisfy for a private offence. 
After the first or even the sec- 
ond step has been taken with 
an offender, in a process of dis- 
cipline, if his offences are still 
in a degree private, a confession 
as private, as are his offences, 
will satisfy for them. But after 
a complaint has been entered 
against him to the church, his 
offences have become in a law- 
ful way public, and a public con- 
iession alone can make suatisfac- 
tion. Some have distinguished 
between offences publicly com- 
mitted, and those, which, having 
been privately committed, after- 
wards became public; and they 
have supposed a public confes- 
sion in the former case necessa- 
vy, and not in the latter. But it 
is evident, that all public offen- 
ces, whether publicly commit- 
ted, or made public alter com- 
uiission, can be satisfied only by 
4 public confession. This alone 
can wipe away the stain, and re- 
instate the offender in the affec- 
tions of his brethren, and in the 
estcem of all good men. If I 
offend privately, and my offence 
becomes public not by my means, 
the sin of necdlessly publishing 
it, must lic on some other. But 
sull, as the offence has u Whappi- 
iy become pubi icy 1 can muke 
satisfaction on ly bya public con- 


fession. I can in no other way 
satisfy myself; satisfy the church; 
and satisfy the world around, 
We haye now seen what is the 
proper satisfaction to be made 
by an offeuder, after a process of 
discipline has been commenced 
against hima. If his effences are 
private, a private confession only 
is necessary. But if they are 
public, as they always are, after 
they have gone to the church, 
then nothing but a public coui- 
fession can satisfy for them. 

These observations will be 
closed with a few remarks. 

1. We see from what has been 
said, that no brother can excuse 
himself for not reproving and 
laboring with an offender, by the 
consideration that the offender 
has not personally injured him. 
This is too often made an excuse 
by professing Christians. “To 
be sure, such a brother or sister 
has done very wrong; but he has 
hot injured me—and why should 
I meddle with what is none of 
my business?” But fro. what 
has been said, we see, that this 
excuse is utterly imadiiissible. 
The offending brother or sister 
does sin against the whole 
church—the body of Christ—and 
against every particular member 
of it. Avery brother is offended 
—and any brother if he hasa 
competent knowledge of the na- 
ture and circumstances of thaq 
offence, is called upon to reprove 
the offender. 

2. It isa remark very impor- 
tant to be noticed, that a proccss 
of discipline ought to be kept as 
private, as the nature of the case 
will admit. It is to be com- 
menced in private, and it is, if 
possible, to be closed in private. 
‘Lhe reproving brother may Het 
mention itany oftener than ne- 
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cessity requires; and if it come 
to the church, no church mem- 
ber has a right to mention it be- 
fore the world. The law of love 
requires this—the honor of re- 
ligion requires it—and the com- 
mand of Christ does, at least im- 
plicitlv, require the same, 

$. Church discipline, it seems, 
is, in every stage of it, a labor of 
love. The offender 1. a wander- 
er from the fold of Christ—from 
the path of duty—and from the 
road to heaven. Jn this dread- 
ful situation, one of his brethren 
finds him. Flis heartis touched, 
and he kindly offers to take his 
fallen brother by the hand, and 
lead him back. Is not this an 
instance of fricndship and broth- 
erly Jove? How ought the offen- 
certo thank this kind brother, 
to love this brother, to follow 
him back, and to be grateful for 
ever! 

4. It is of the utmost impor- 
tance 10 churches, faithfully to 
maintain the discipline of Christ. 
As they have this power in their 
hands, they are justly accounta- 
ble for all the impunities, which 
are suffered to remain ‘n the vis- 
ible church. Certainly then, as 
churches regard themselves—as 
they regard the honor of telig- 
ion—as they regard the conver- 
sion of sinners and the good of 
souls—and as they regard the 
commands of their ascended 
Head—they will carefully main- 
tain the discipline which he has 
instituted. 


LETTER FROM THE LATE MRS. 
NEWELI.. 


The following letter was forwarded some- 
time ogo ter publidation; but was defer- 


red on xecount of the more urgent 
clairas of other communications. 


Haverhiil, Dec. 13, 1811. 

“F nave long been wishing fora 
favorable opportunity to return 
my thanks to my dear Miss 
W for her affectionate let- 
ter received le PJune. A mul- 
tiplicity of avecations, which 
could not possibly be dispensed 
with, have deprived me of this 
pleasure before. Though mv 
friends have been neglected, yer 
they have not been forgotten. 
Oh no! dear te my heart are the 
friends of Immanuel, particular- 
ly those with whom I have walk- 
ed to the house of God in com- 
pany, and with whom I have tak- 
en sweet counsel about the 
things which immediately con- 
cern the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
Zion, the city of our God. ‘These 
dear Christian friends will retain 
a lasting and affectionate remem- 
brance in my heart, cven though 
unire quented forests and stormy 
eceans should separate me from 
them, during my short. pilgri- 
mage below. ‘There is a world, 
my sister, beyond this mertal 
State, where souls, cemented in 
ene common union, will dwell 
together and never more be sep- 
arated. Adiews and farewells 
will be unknown in that land of 
pure delight, where Jesus sits 
on the throne, and where his fol- 
lowers will forever reign. Does 
not your heart often burn within 
you, wien, in humble anticipa- 
tion of future blessedness you 
engage in the delightful service 
of your Redeemer? 

“Lhe tolls of this short life 
will soon be over. Yes, my 
friend, we sball soon bid an eter- 
nal farewell t@ this passing 
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world, and, if interested in the 
covenant of redemption, we shail 
find that rest which remaineth 
for the people of God. I thank 
you sincerely for the affection- 
ule Interest you have professed 
to take in my future prospects 
in life. T feel encupraged to hope, 
that not only your good wishes, 
but fervent prayers will attend 
my contemplated undert.king. 
I know, that the earnest suppli- 
cations of the faithful will avail 
with God. Plead, then, my 
friend, on my behalf. The path 
of duty is the only way to happi- 
ness. I love to tread the path 
which my Father, my Guide, 
and my Director points out for 
me to waik in, though it leads to 
unnumbered trials and is replete 
with privations, and hardships. 
Who, my dear Miss W——, that 
has felt the love of Jesus, the 
worth of souls and the value of 
the Gospel, wouid refuse to lend 
aer hittle aid in propagating the 
religion of the cross, among the 
‘orlorn and perishing heathen, 
when presented with a favorable 
opportunity? However great the 
iscouragements attending a 
missionary life, yet Jesus has 
promised to be with those who 
enter upon it with right disposi- 
tions of heart, even to the end of 
the world. When will the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in 
heathen lands? Oh when will the 
standard of the cross be erected, 
and all nations hear of the glad 
tidings of salvation? When will 
the millennial state commence, 
and the lands which have long 
jain in darkness, be irradiated by 
the blessed Gospel? When will 
the populous regions of Asia and 
Africa, where “Moloch, horrid 
king, besmeared with blood of 
human sacrifice and parents’ 
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tears,” now reigns triumphant, 
unite with this our Christian 
country, in one general song of 
praise to God? Though darkness 
and error now prevail, faith looks 
over these lofty mountains, and 
beholds, with unutterable trans- 
port, the dawning of the Sun of 
righteousness, the reign of 
peace and love. 

“The clock strikes twelve. I 
must leave you, my friend; for 
tired nature requires rest. Think 
much of me, my sister, and pray 
often for me. Write me im- 
mediately upon receiving this 
hasty letter, if it deserves «n 
answer. 

Affectionately yours, _ 
Harriet.” 


ON RELIGIOUS CHARITIES. 


For the Panoplist. 


In a paper published in the Pan- 
oplist for April, I offered some 
calculations, respecting the good 
uses which might be made of 
the money now expended in 
war, and proposed to offer some 
remarks on the comparatively 
small sums which Christians 
seem willing to give to religious 
charities 

Before I proceed to the ac- 
complishment of this plan, I 
must premise, that Christians 
sometimes expose the best of 
causes to ridicule. by their ex- 
travagant exultation at a compar- 
atively trifling subscription to a 
charitable object. ‘They set 
their expectation so low, that 
they tempt every infidel and 
scoffer, who stands by, to say, 
* These ficofle must estimate their 
religion at a very low rate. See 
how they are surprised, if a 
thousand dollars are subscribec 
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to a religious charity. They 
exult, as if a most extraordinary 
event had taken place. If there 
were none but infidels, in this 
populous and wealthy city, who 
possess any considerable sum of 
money, such exultation would 
not be so strange. But when 
the professing Christians of this 
very city, might pay a million of 
dollars and never feel the sacri- 
fice, it seems rather curious, 
that they should assume _ so 
much credit for giving a thous- 
andth part of that sum. If a the- 
atre is to be erected, a Aundred 
thousand dollars can be raised 
without the Jeast difficulty. If 
actors and actresses are wanted 
to be imported from London, 
the expense can easily be borne, 
and the regular dramatic exhibi- 
tions can go on, at ah expense 
of at least two Aundred thousand 
dollars during one winter, for 
tickets, extra dress, coach-hire, 
&e. &c. Ina popular war, this 
city could raise five millions in 
a single day to carry it on; in the 
war against Satan, which these 
Christians profess to wage with 
so much vigor, they think they 
do bravely if they can raise for 
any new scheme of warfare, a 
Jive thousandth part of that sum. 
I question their sincerity. If I 
must see a Christian, give me 
the honest Moravian, who acts 
according to his professions; 
who, while he says he is the 
steward of God, actually dispos- 
es of a/f his earnings s and ald his 
rcome, as he thinks will most 
conduce to the spread of re- 
ligton. = 

Such, I can well imagine, 
might be the language of an in- 
telligent infidel; and let me ask 
the reader, if there is not too 
much ground for it? Is it nota 

Vou. X. 


fact that many Christians, both 
in the city and the country, act 
according to a shamefully low 
standard, so far ws religious 
charities are concerned. In one 
of our largest citics, for instance, 
the merchants pay a million an- 
nually in duties to government; 
the inhabitants expend two mil- 
lions in erecting new  priva‘e 
buildings: they add a million to 
their banking capital; they add 
half a million to the furniture of 
their houses; they lend some 
millions to government; they 
have some millions lying by un- 
employed; and how much do 
they give to Christ? Not a tenth 
part of a tithe of what they might 
give--of what they ought to 
give. Before Christians should 
give largely of their property to 
religious Charities, there are two 
questions to be settled. Is the 
cause worthy of pecuniary sacri- 
fices? Will the giving of money 
really promote the cause? 

As to the first question, it 
would be an insult to a Chris- 
tian community, were I to at- 
tempt to answer it. As to the 
second, let the inquirer look 
around upon the ignorance, the 
vice, the irreligion, which pre- 
vailinthe world. These evils 
may be removed by instruction, 
admonition, and example, ac- 
companied by the divine bles- 
sing. Instructors, who will ex- 
hibit a good example, may be 
found and employed, if pecuni- 
ary means are not wanting; and 
the experience of the church 
has shewn, that the divine bles- 
sing usually accompanies faith- 
ful attempts to dogood. It is 
plain, then, that very great pe- 
cuniary sacrifices should be 
made without delay by Chris- 
thans, for the general diffusion 
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of religious knowledge. Let us 
compare the expenses actually 
incurred for this object with 
those which are incurred for 
war. 

As the writer would not by any 
means excite party feclings, he is 
bound to premise, that he does 
not here wish even to hint at the 
justice, or Injustice of any par- 
ticular war, so far as relates to 
one patty engaged in it rather 
than the other. All men admit, 
that no war can be justifiable on 
both sides. Every war must 
therefore, be owing to the wick- 
edness of man; and the whole 
expense, on both sides, must be 
charged tothat cause. To all 
reflecting Christians, then, it 
must appear a melancholy, a 
bitter, a lamentable thing, even 
in regard toany war which they 
may deem just and inevitable, 
that so enormous a tribute 
should be paid to human deprav- 
ity; that millions after millions 
should be raised by proicss- 
ed Christrans to hire men to 
engage in the unhappy em- 
ployment of killing their fel- 
low men; that the Sabbath 
should be broken down, vice 
and immorality become awful- 
ly prevalent, and thousands after 
thousands of immortal beings, 
be driven away In their wicked- 
ness; while it is so difficult to 
support the fainting cause of vir- 
tue in the world, and to bear any 
extraordinary expense incurred 
by the endeavor to make man- 
kind, wiser, better, and happi- 
cr. I now proceed to shew, that 
the greatest charitable expenses 
are very small compared with 
the expenses of war. 

The Britishand Foreign Bi- 
ble Society is one of the noblest 
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charities, in the promotion of 
which Christians have ever unit- 
ed. It has received avery ex- 
tensive patronage;—so exten- 
sive, that Christians have very 
renerally been astonished at its 
magnitade;—a patronage of 
which it is perfectly worthy, 
and which could be usefully em- 
ployed if increased twenty-fold. 
This Society expended, during 
the year which ended in May 
1813, about three hundred and 
nine thousand dollars. This sum 
sounds large; but it Is not quite 
the fifteen hundredth part of the 
war expenses of the British em- 
pire, exclusive of the war ex- 
penses of the British colonies, 
for the last year. Jn other words, 
it would not pay the war expen- 
ses, as they accrue OAM an aver- 
age, for a single quarter of a 
duy. It would not replace the 
arms and ammunition expended 
by a single advanced guard, at 
the battles of Leipsic. It would 
scarcely furnish lint to bind up 
the mangled limbs of the wound- 
ed in those battles; it would 
scarcely grease the wheels of 
the waggon and artillery train; 
it would scarcely feed the sur- 
geons of the army on bread and 
water, while actually employed 
in amputating limbs and trepan- 
ning fractured skulls; it would 
scarcely repair the damage done 
toa ship of the line, ina bard 
fought battle; it would scarcely 
give a morse! of brown bread to 
each of the widows,and fatherless 
children, whom a single cam- 
paign has reduced to that situa- 
tion. Some few generous souls 
may give more to the Bible So- 
ciety, than they pay towards the 
expenses of war; but a_ great 
proporuion, even of the annual 
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subscribers, do not give a hun- 
dredth part so much, as falls to 
their share of these expenses. 

To cross the Atlantic and re- 
turn to our own country:—From 
the best computation, which I 
am able to make from the doc- 
uments before me, I suppose 
the missionary Societies in the 
United States expended 25,000 
dollars the last year, andthe bi- 
ble Societies will spend the cur- 
rent year about 20,000 dollars. 
Supposing our war expenses to 
be $45,000,000, which is gener- 
ally considered as a pretty low 
estimate, it appears that the peo- 
of the United States, which is a 
professedly Christian Country, 
and in which many thousands of 
real Christians are to be found 
expend one thausand dollars in 
war fora single dollar laid out 
in supporting missionaries and 
distributing of Bibles. In oth- 
er words, the money expended 
for these purposes wouid sup- 
port our wart expenses only nine 
Aours and thirty seven minutes, 
t would scarcely load the guns, 
in all our forts and vessels, tor a 
general salute on account of one 
of our victories; it would scarce- 
ly affard pine coffins for our 
young men who have died in 
ouf army hospitals. 

Some individuals among us, 
(I record it for the honor of the 
Christian hame,) make pecunia- 
ty Sacrifices for the cause of 
their Redeemer with as much 
zeal, as those, whom the world 
Calls patriots, ever made sacrific- 
cs to support a popular war. 
The number is small but in- 
creasing; and it will continue to 
increase. The time is coming, 
When the opinions of mankind 
are to be changed on these sub- 
}ects; when the real interests of 


men will be perceived and pro- 
moted; and when those things, 
which have been hitherto Aighly 
esteemed amorg men, will be 
found to be an abomination in the 
sight of God, A. B. 


PRAISE AND BLAME. 


For the Panoplist 


Mr. Editor, 
A WRITER in your number for 
March, p. 114, has advanced 
some sentiments on Praise and 
Blame, which are, I believe, ve- 
ry erroneous. He thinks, ‘that 
holiness deserves praise to as 
great a degree, as sin deserves 
blame; and, “that holiness will, 
in every sense, hear to be weigh- 
ed against sin.” 

Itis not my design to enter 
into an €xamination concerning 
the gross mistake which he sup- 
poses I committed some time 
ago in writing on this subject; 
nor to cndeavor vo show, par- 
ticularly, the fallacy of the argu- 
ments which he has used. If 
there can be found some short 
and easy method to prove c/ear- 
dy, that the question, Are men 
deserving of as much praise for 
their holy actions, as blame for 
their stnful ones, should re- 
ceive a negative answer, my 
present object will be accom- 
plished. I would now ask those, 
who hold that as much praise 
and consequently, reward, are 
due to a holy creature, as cen- 
sure and punishment to one thet 
is sinful, whether they believe, 
that the wicked deserve on ac- 
count of their iniquities, 10 be 
forever fixed in a State of sin 
and misery! If they allow this, 
I would inquire, whether accar- 
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ding to their principles, angels 
and our first parents before their 
fall, did not, for their holiness, 
deserve to be forever continued 
in a state of sanctity and bliss? 


and whether the Deity, by naz 
interposing tO prevent their 
apostacy, has not failed of giv- 
ing them their due reward? 


QO. E. 


POETRY. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SIR, 


You will oblige a reader, if, consistently with the object of your 
work, you can msert the enclosed. If otherwise, will you con- 


sign it to the flames? 


BUCHANAN. 


Several years since, it was reported, and believed, that the Rev. Dr. Buchanan 
intended visiting the Hoty Land. The following fines were written in consequence 


of that belief. 


WuHENCE comes yon bark that ploughs the wat’ry plain,. 
A lonely wanderer on the trackless main? 

There sails a hallow’d ship from Britain’s isle, 

By angels led, and cheer’d by heav’n’s own smile; 

And there Buchanan quits his native strand, 

And points his course to Palestina’s land. 


Late came the sacred sage from India’s shores, 
Climes of the morn, where worshipp’d Ganges pours. 
What object there engag’d his constant care, 
Ask’d every toil, and call’d his ceaseless prayer? 
To burst the chain, that bound the Hindoo’s mind, 
The soul to wake in Pagan sleep confin’d; 

Realms lost jn night to warm with genial day, 
And light to heav’a with truth’s immortal ray. 

To Juggernaut, (where frantic myriads raise, 
Screams of wild joy, and yells of senseless praise,) 
He trod the path of death, and woe, and gloom; 
The porch of hell, a nation’s boundless tomb. 
There maddening crowds the bloody demon hail, 
And howl their transports to the echaing gale; 


Ovissa’s fields are there th’ unmeasur’d grave; ; 


‘he mangled corpse there choaks the mantiing wave; 
O’er the wide champaign gorg’d hyenas roam; 
And sin and death, cxulting, find a home. 

There thou hast seen the ¥nquisition’s fire; 
The victim fetter’d for the lustral pyre; 
Heard the shrill shriek, the groan of pale despaip, 
The yell of anguish on the wearied air. 


— 
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. | There ‘twas a sin to doubt, a crime t’ inguire, 
J And saints arose from Persecution’s fire: 
? There martyr’d virtue fed th’ assassin’s stcel, 


Glutted the axe,—or gasp’d upon the wheel. 
Yet, follower of thy GOD, lament no morc; 
The shriek, the groan, have startled Albion’s shore: 
Fierce on the fiends, see! sternest ruin frowns; 
Echoing the crash, the eastern shore resounds, 
Hark! ’tis the shout of joy that myriads raise; 
And through the expanse ts heard all India’s praise. 
Thence to sad Judah’s sons was bent thy way; 
Reft from their kindred tribes of orient day; 
, The lorg remains of proud Assyrian power, 
From joy exil’d on India’s distant shore; 
Unknown, unknowing, outcasts from mankind, 
They wait their country’s morn, to woe resign’d. 
But now the theme again awakes thy lyre; 
For them thy bosom burns with hallow’d fire; 
: Now, through the Central Wave to Israel’s Jand 
Points thy bright track from Britain’s rocky strand. 
The same pure passion now exalts thy mind; 
The recreant soul with virtue’s bond, to bind; 
To bid the outcast leap at Jesus’ name, 
‘Yo glow with love, and {cel an angel’s flame, 
To bid that darken’d race their throne resume, 
And joy inspire the breast, and truth illume. 
Low art thou fall’n, once beauty of the morn! 
No more the smiles of peace thy land adorn, 
No more a Hebrew monarch fills thy throne; 
Nor trembling realms thy proud dominion owns 
But, stretch’d in dust, thy sacred glory lies; 
Stern on thy ruin’d temple fiown the skies; 
Around thy walls the Crescent sheds its gloom; 
And mosques arise o’er blest Messiah’s tomb, 
Where Jordan once refresh’d thy verdant vales, 
And drank the fragrance of thy spicy gales; 
Through dreary wastes he rolls his sullen wave, 
While nought disturbs the stillness of the grave; 
O’er thy bleak desarts wide destruction reigns, 
And fearful horror shadows all thy plains. 
: © sacrcd Salem! daughter of the skies! 
Unseen, forgot, thy ancient glory dies. 
' © low’d of heav’n! o’er fairest regions fair? 
The pride of Asia! plung’d in deep despair. 
; { mourn thy fall, I weep thy splendors gone; 
| Yet still I hail thee beauty of the dawn. 
On distant shores, thy sons thy misery mourn; 
Fali’n from the skies, from peeriess greatness torr; 
‘They weep for joys long past, to come no more; 
Aug breathe their sighs where western oceans roar; 

















Bucharan. 


Or in thy mould’ring walls to bondage giv’n; 

They sink beneath the angry frown of heav’n, 
There, crouching ’mid the waning Crescent’s gloom, 
‘They mourn around their unknown Savior’s tomb; 
Still look for Bethlehem’s star, whose morning ray, 
Herald of joy, precedes unchanging day. 

But lo! Buchanan on thy strand appears 
To cheer thy furrow’d brow, and wipe thy tears; 
‘lo spread the sacred word thy tribes among, 

To bid the song of heaven employ thy tongue, 
The rescued wanderer to his Father comc, 
And cali the prodigal, repenting, home. 

Lhough scorn assail,—thougn rancor blast thy name, 
Though sin and sorrow tell the world thy shame, 
Yet hush thy murmurs; soon the desart smiles; 
Thy glory shines, and breaks on distant isles. 

Ile that announc’d Messiah’s birth, again 

Points to thy clust’ring tribes their native plain; 
Again the sun of peace thy land illumes; 

No more a waste, thy field with Eden blooms; 

And lo! the Warrior-Angel o’er them flies, 

‘Lhe cloud descends where hostile myriads rise; 
The fiery pillar points their destin’d way; 

And soon o’er Zion bursts millennial day, 

Go then, thou saint, ’gainst every foe contend; 
Pursue thy path; complete thy destin’d end; 

Hear trom yon countless throng the burst of praise; 
For thee the strain of grateful joy they raise. 
“Thou, thou hast freed the captive wretch from pain, 
Cheer’d the desponding heart to peace again, 

‘he Hindoo brought where holy pleasures rise, 
And led the trembling Pagan to the skics.”’ 

With thine compared, how poor the Warrior’s fame, 
Though climes applaud, and ages shout his name; 
Hiis praise is mingled with the echoing groan; 
Aad devastation claims the chief her own; 
in fields of gore his rising glories bloom; 

Beneath his trophies yawns th’ insatiate tomb. 
But thou hast felt a purer, hoiier flame; 

And the poor heathen leaps to hear thy name: 
For thou hast raised to heav’n the darkling mind, 
While o’er thy path celestial glory shin’d. 

Compar’d with thine, how poor the Poct’s praise, 
Wha bids th’ applauding world bis glory raise. 
Though genius hghts him with immortal ray, 
Though tairy for me around his fancy play, 

Though he o’ertakes the sun-beam in its flight, 
And tie moon traces borne on silver light; 

For him though beauty springs with fairer bloom. 
And fresher, sweeter, breathes the gales perfume; 
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Yet the bright scenes are all illusion there: 
No lasting radiance makes the rainbow fair. 

How poor the joys that Learning’s sons inspire, 
Though multitudes her valued stores admire: 
With thine compar’d what meed can Science claim, 
The sun that lights the sage’s deathless name. 
Though by her eye we view the comet roll, 

And count the stars that circle either pole; 

Though Nature’s book its countless stores unfolds; 
And heav’n’s own work th’ unfetter’d mind beholds: 
Yet, here no virtue shines, nor GOD appears; 

In mis’ry’s helpless hour no angel cheers; 

Nor saints invite, nor seraphs bid them rise, 

On faith’s strong wing, to oliss beyond the skics. 

Go, then, thou saint! haste, haste to Syria’s wilds; 
On thy blest work th’ Eternal Spirit smiles. 

With faith, with transport, run thy blest career; 

Bid the lorn Jews Immanuel’s Gospel hear, 

Proclaim the sacred word their tribes around, . 
And make each each plain JEHOVAH’S name resound. 


¥. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


T ae following letter from Mr. Nott to his 
parents contains some particulars, not 
mentioned in the letter to Dr. Worcesa- 
ter, published in our last number. 


Bombay, March 5, 1813. 
MY VERY DEAR PARENTS, 

I am sometimes led to fear that the 
events of the war may have prevented 
your receiving the several letters which I 
and Mrs. Nott have written since we left 
America, and may still be in suspense con- 
eerning us. You may be assured you 
have not been torgotten, and I hope you 
have received our letters as a witness that 
you have not. 

Un the whole, the past year has been 
a very prosperous one wiih us, though 
we have been once visited with sickness, 
axl have not been without some other 
trials; but of all these things I hope you 
have been before this fully informed. Af- 
ter we left Bengal we landed first at Pon- 
dicherry, a pleasant French settlement on 
the Corromandel coast, where in a pleas- 
ant and studious retirement we spent five 
weeks, the ship being accidentally detain- 
ed. Our voyage from that place to this 
was about a month: the weather cener- 
aily pleasant—but Mrs. Nott was as usual 
seasick. We arrived here on the 11th 


of February, and landed on the 12th. 
Three or four of the first days we spent 
at Ir. Taylor’s, who was Srmerly a Mis- 
sionary from the London Sueiety, for 
whose hospitality and active friendship we 
have reason to be very grateful. We are 
now living in our own hired house, in the 
enjoyment of many domestic comiorts, 
and in the possession cf perfect health. 
We have much hope that this place is to 
terminate our wanderings and to be the 
scene of our future labors. We have also 
fears. ‘The governor of this Presidency, 


_we believe imelined to favor us; but the 
Bengal government, besides endeavoring 


to send us away from them, have strongly 
recommended a similar step to the gov- 
ernment here. What will be the event 
is very uncertain; all we ean say is, thut 
we may be seat to England. We trust, 
however, that the Lord has something 
for us to do here. We have found 
friends among the English inhabitants 
here, who interest themselves in our stay, 
and some who seem to do it from good 
motives. We are deeply encouraged b; 
one instance of deep serious concern. The 
person whose mind is affected is a younr 
Lieutenantir the Artillery, who has been 
in the country about six months. His ed- 
ucation was not religious, and his charac- 
ter, till within these four months, trifling. 
He was awakened by reading Cowper’s 
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Poems, and now comes to receive relig- 
sous tnsiruction of us, and to encourage 
eur hearts by exhibiting that this place to 
which we have come, is one that Giod de- 
s'gns to visit. 

Though our state is uncertain, we are 
commencingthe Mahratta language—“‘we 
walk by faith, not by sight.” A very talk- 
wive black gentleman, is to sit by us, and 
beat it indo us, three or four hours every 
day. 

As vet we do nothing as preachers—but 
shailhopetoifwestay * * * * * * 
* * * We do long to hearfrom you and 
trom our parents of the other family. We 
think of you and daily pray for you, and 
hope that Gop recompenses our absence 
to you, by crowning you with loving kind- 
uess and tender mercies, and cheeuing 
your hearts in your way with the hope of 
ylory. 

We experience no evils from being in an 
enemy's land, as perhaps you may fear. 
However we most earnestly desire that 
there may be a firm and /asting peace 
between the parent country and our own, 

Aftthis season of the year the climate is 
aie Indeed the evenings and morn- 
ings wa’ quite cool—.t will soon, however, 
be very hot. But we are told that this is 
the most healthy place in Tndia. 

Wee send our united love to all the fam- 
ily—and wish you to remember us with 
respect and affvetion to our other parents, 
and all their house. Forget not our neigh- 
bors and imtimate friends, for whom we 
wish the erjoyment of all sfirztual and 
temporal blessings. 

Iam, my dear and hon. Parents, 
with continual affection, 
Your dutiful son, 
Samuet Nott, Jun. 


NEW ENGLAND TRACT SOCIETY. 


A snort time sinee & Society with the 
above designation was formed, and has be- 
gin its operations on an extensive seale. 
In consequence of the beneficence of afew 
individuals, the Exeeutive Committee have 
been able to print 200,000 tracts, eom- 
prising a variety of fifty different kinds, 
the first eostef which, exclusive of contin- 
gent expenses, will be about 3,000 dollars. 
he nature and design of the Society will 
he manifest from the following Constitu- 
tion and Address. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Dearne the last twenty years many mil- 
ions of Religious Tracts have been dis- 
rriuuted by Christians, in Europe and 
Aumeries; and during the last twelve 


years the religious public in New Eng. 
land have taken an active part in this 
labor of love. The experience of the past 
affords abundant encouragement to con- 
tinue and extend efforts of this descrip- 
tion. For the purpose of directing and 
combining all the energy and activity 
which can be brought into operation, in 
this cause, a number of individuals, in 
different ports of New England, have 
agreed to form themselves into a Society, 
and have adopted the following Consti- 
tution. 

Art.1t. The Sotiety shall be styled 
Tur New Enovann Tract Socrery. 

Art. 2. The object of this Society is. to 
promote the interests of vital godliness 
and good morals, by the distribution of 
such Tracts, as shall be calculated to re- 
ecive the approbation of serious Chris- 
tians of all denominations. , 

rt. 3. Any person, who shall pay 
twenty dollars, or more, into the Treas- 
ury of the Society, at any one time, shall 
be a member for life; and any person, 
who shail engage to pay two dollars, or 
more, annuaily, shall be a member so 
loug vs his subseription shall be paid. 

.Irt. 4. Every member shall be entitled 
to reeeive three fourths of the amount of 
his subscription, in Tracts, at cost. And 
any persen, who shall engage to pay a 
less sum, annually, than is sufficient to 
constitute lim a member, shall be enti- 
tled to reeeive Tracts in the same pro- 
portion, and at the same rate. 

-Irt. 5. There shall be an annual meet- 
ing of ihe society in Boston, on the Mon- 
day preceding the General Election, at 
6 o'clock, p.. when a President, a Vice 
President, a Corresponding Secretary, a 
Recording Seeretary, a ‘Treasurer, an 
Assistant Treasurer, an Auditor, and an 
Exeeutive Committee, shail be appointed 
by ballot. 

~irt. 6. Tt shall be the duty of the Ex 
ecutive Committee to saperintend the 
publication and distribution of Tracts; to 
procure a place of deposit in Boston; to 
appoint corresponding committees; to ap- 
point a general agent, who shall conduct 
the sales; and to make report of their 
doings at each annual meeting. 

Art. 7. Any religious or ehavitable So- 
ciety, or any association of persons fx 
the reformation of morals or the sup- 
pression of viee, shali be entitled to re- 
ceive Tracts at cost. 

-Irt. 8. No tax shall be laid upon the 
members. 

Art.9, At any annual meeting, such 
amendments of the constitution nay be 
made, as shall be recommended by the 
Executive Committee, and approved by» 
two thirds of the members preset. 
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fo THE FRIENDS OF RELIGION IN NEW 
ENGLAND. 


Tuat the extensive distribution of cheap 
Tracts, must have an important influence 
upon the community, cannot be doubted. 

his influence will be good or bad accord - 
ing to the nature of the Tracts distribut- 
ed. The splendid talents of Voltaire, 
were never employed against Christianity 
with so much éffeet, as when they were 
devoted to the writings of small Tracts, of 
licentious tendency, for gratuitous disper- 
sion among ¢ommon people. A respect- 
able writer, who had ample means of in- 
formation, aflirms, that the industry and 
efforts of a few infiriels, directed to this 
object, was a prime instrument of produc- 
ing those terrible convulsions, which have 
sinee shaken the civilized world. The 
British Christians, taught. by the zeal and 
enterprise of Infidels, resolved *‘to foil the 
enemy at his own weapons.” <A society 
was formed, whose design was to print 
religious Tracts, in so great quantities, 
and at so cheap a rate, that good men of 
small means might be able te give them 
away; and that all the hawkers and little 
pamphlet shops in the kingdom, might be 
enlisted, from the ordinary love of gain, 
to aid their cireulation. ‘The success of 
this undertaking surpassed the mest san- 
guine expectations of its friends. From 
the last report of this ociety, it appears 
that its Tracts have circulated “from the 
shorés of the Baltic to the Cape of Good 
Hope, through the whole of Europe and 
India and were pressing upon tlie 
inhabitants of Chine; and that within 
the short period sinee the Institution 
commenced its operations, no less than 
THIRTEEN MILLIONS Of T'racts have been 
distributed by its agency.” 


Within the same period, similar socie- 
tics have been established in various coun- 
tries of Europe, particularly in Denmark 
and Sweden. By one parish of the latter 
kingdom, 600,000 Tracts have been dis- 
tributed: and 500,090 in another place, by 
the benevolence of a single wealthy in- 
dividual. 


In different parts of our own country, 
many have engaged in the same good work 
with no ineonsiderable zeal and success. 
Indeed, the amount of good already ac- 
complished in the United States, by 
means of religious Tracts, can never be 
estimated, till it is revealed in the light of 
e‘ernity. But much remains to be done. 
No Society has hitherto been established, 
on a plan of operations sufficiently exten- 
sive and permanent, to answer all the 
great purposes for which such an institu- 
tion is needed. ‘To create a society that 
‘hall possess means, adequate to these 

Vou. X, 


purposes, is the design of the plan here- 
with presented to the public. 

{cis to be distinetly understood that 
this society is not designed to iuterfere 
with the province of religious Magazines. 
Much of the matter which renders these 
periodical works especially valuable tu 
their readers, is not adapted to the des 
sign of Tracts. These must be simple, 
seri0us, practical. They mitst be intelii- 
gible to the ‘‘way-faring man,” and the 
tenant of the cottage. Learned  eriti- 
cism, discussions in polemic theology, and 
even articles of religious intelligence, un- 
less comprised in & few sentences, can 
have no place in these little pamphlets, 
which ave designed for promiscuous and, 
to a great extent, gratuitous dispersion 
amoug those, who otherwise would 
searceiy read auy thing. Instead of di- 
minishing, they will doubtless increase the 
demand tor religious Magazines. 

itis to be understood also, that this So- 
ciety is not intended to supersede, or to 
interfere with any of those Tract or 
Moral Societies which are already estah- 
lished. Qn the contrary, its primary ob- 
jeet is to aid such societies wherever they 
are tormed; to multiply their numbers, to 
encourage and increase their efforts, till 
their salutary influence shall be felt in ev- 
ery village of New England. 

Too long have good men _ stood still in 
criminal supineness, or silent despon- 
denee, while a flood of liceutiousness has 
been sweeping away the institutions of 
Christianity, and the land marks of our 
fithers. It is time that they, who have 
slumbered amidst these growing impie- 
ties, or have wept over them in secret 
places, should unite ina common effort to 
“strengthen the things that remam, and 
that are ready to die.” 

The period is portentous. While war, 
with its dire calamities, rages over Chris- 
tendom, while the worst passions of men 
are let loose from restraint, while the 
world is overturned and the earth rent in 
pieces; it becomes the friends of Zion to 
adore the righteous Providence that is 
smiting the nations. But it becomes them 
not to sit down in sloth. God has made 
every man responsible for the use or 
abuse of his personalinfluence. Whether 
that influence is great or small,he is sacred- 
ly bound to employ it in doing good. The 
field for action is extensive: the motives 
to action are Various and momentgus. In 
this Christian land, the Sabbath is dread- 
fully profaned, and in some places, is in 
danger of being utterly forgotten. Multi- 
tudes throug the road of death. These 
immortal creatures can not be brought to 
consideration, till they are first brought to 
rea’ They cannot read without books: 
anda great proportion of them will nev- 
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ey have books, untess they are furnished 
by the hand of charity. Here then is an 
urgent call for the exercise of Christian 
benevolence, on a large seale. ‘The New 
Kngland ‘Pract Society is established for 
the purpose of publishing a great variety 
of the best Tracts that can be proeured, 
by selection or original composition, and 
iu sueh quantities as to supply ail the de- 
mands of individuals or societies, in differ- 
ent parts of the country, The deep in- 
terest which this subjeet has already ex- 
cited, the promptitude and liberality with 
which many have entered intothe plan, 
xvnd contributed the means for its exeeu- 
iion, is regarded as an auspicious omen 
that it will be attended with the blessing of 
Heaven, and the cordial cu-operation of 
the trends of religion. 


MIDDLESEX BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue Board of Directors of this Society 
have appomted local committees in all 
the towns in the county of Middlesex, 
and formed a geveral plan for soliciting 
subscriptions, ascertaining the want of 
Bibles, and distributung them. ‘This pian 
is communicated to the local com:aittees 
by a cireular letter, which closes with 
ihe following Address. 


SARISTIAN BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 
Ir is no new subject to which we ask 
your attention. ‘he utility, and the ur- 
gent necessity of Bibie Societies are row 
aniversally acknowledgea by those who 
have examined the subject, and who look 
with a favorable eve on whatever pro- 
motes the happiness of mankind. 

Since the institution of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, about ten years 
ago, nearly two hundred Bible institutions 
have risen in Great Britain and Lreljand, 
“« great number on the continent of Eu- 
rope, and nearly forty in the United 
States. ‘The experience of every ove of 
these institutions has added to the proof 
of their utility, and of the duty of sup- 
porting them, of enlarging their exer- 
tions, and of inereasing their number. 
‘hough the exertions of Bible Societies 
already existing have evinced commenda- 
ble zeal and activity, yet the wants of the 
destitute are by no means supplied. So 
great and so widely extended are these 
wants, indeed, that if Buble Socicties were 
multiplied twenty fold, there would be 
occasion for their benevolent labors for 
many vears to come. 

Unless we are greatly mistaken, a large 
number of Bibles is wanted to supply the 
destitute in this County; as there are not 
only the poor, strictly so called, who will 
put in their claims; but yaany apprentices 


Middlesex Bible Society, 


Max, 


and hired labors of both sexes, will be 
benefited by receiving the Scriptures at 
cost, at reduced prices, or gratis. And 
when the destitute in this county shall be 
pevtectly supplied, there are many desti- 
tute places im the neighboring counties, 
and in the new settlements, which stand 
im pressing need of our peneficence. 

Permit us to state, that we hope no 
party feelings, of any d@cription what- 
ever, will be suffered to divide or hinder 
our efforts in the cause. We are all sin- 
ners in the sight of God; we have all been 
partakers of his unmerited bounty, and 
lieard the ofiers of his great salvation. 
Let us unite in the good work of couvey- 
ing the word of truth to our fellow sin- 
hers, and thus caable them to have daily 
access to the tountain of spiritual knowl- 
edge. 

Brethren, let us not procrastinate, 
Let us be active and diligent now. Our 
days are rapidly passing away. We have 
but a short time to obiain good, or to 
communierte it, here ou earth. Our fel- 
low-creatares, also, are dying around ts; 
many of them without this precious book, 
which contains the words of eternal life, 
aud which we have it in our power te 
bestow. Soon will the present generation 
descend to the tomb, and be found no 
more within the reach of human beneve- 
lence. A thousand considerations urge 
to immediate and persevering exertions, 

‘Lhe cornmiitiees, and all who take an 
active part in procuring subseriptions, 
will consider, that the time occupied in 
these labors will be employed tor the no- 
blest purposes, and will, as we fondly hope, 
produce the most desirable result. 

Suffer us, bretluwen, to ask a liberal sub- 
scription. The sum to constitute mem- 
bership was fixed at one dollar, with 4 
view to embrace all who are in comforta- 
ble cireumstances; but we hope those, 
to whom God has given an abundance, 
will not think of limiting themselves to so 
smalla sum. It is the right and the duty 
of every man to judge for himself, in re- 
gard to his charitabie offerings, as well 
as in regard to religious doctrines. And 
every charitable offering should be pot on- 
ly voluntary, but cheerful. While these 
truths are admitted, and even urged, 
none ofus can be ignorant, that ina com- 
maunity like the one which is here address- 
ed, there are many persons abundantly 
able to make liberal offerings to the Lord; 
many persons who ought to make then; 
and, unless we are mistaken, many pet- 
sons who will make them. 

The motives to Christian beneficence 
are numerous and weighty; but they are, 
we trust, too well known to need to be re- 
peated here. Our Sayior ineuleated, by ex- 
ample and by precept, and enforeed by the 
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most powerful sanctions, that genuine 
iove, thdt heavenly charity, which prompts 
to beneficent action. He will gloriously 
yeward all who feel the force of his pre- 
cepts, and imitate his example. 

With sentiments of respect, we are, 
brethren, yours in the bonds of Christian 
ailection, Jepipian Monse, 

Levi Hever, 
JeREMIAN EvARTs. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN KINGSTON, N. H. 


f Communicated in a letter to the Editor of 
the Panoplist. | 


Dear Sir, 

In compliance with your wishes, I trans- 
rit you a brief aecount of the revival of 
relizion, at Kingston, N. tl. the past sea- 
son. As it was neither general, nor at- 
tended with any peculiar circumstanecs, I 
have doubted whether it should be noticed 
in your highly useful magazive. In oue 
view, it may not, perhaps, be uninterest- 
ing. It confirms the truth, that God oiten 
blesses the pious exertions and faithiul 
labors of his ministers, atter the iastru- 
ments are laid aside,—the laborers called 
home. 

The distinguished literary and theologi- 
eal acquiremeats of the late Rev. Dr. 
Thayer, the last minister of Kingston, ave 
extensively Known. His sermons were 
truly evangelical, and his manner of deliv- 
ery alfestionate. His prayers were devo- 
tioual, his labors unwearie |, his lite exem- 
plary, and his death tranquil. During his 
miuistry, Whiea was of about 35 years con- 
tinuance, few additions were made to the 
church. At his settlement, it consisted of 
about 90 members; at his death of 17. Qae 
male member only remained; and he was 
so infirm as rarcly to attend public wor- 
ship. The state of that people, when the 
Doctor died was truly lamentable. ‘To use 
his own language, it appeared, that “God 
Was about to write Loaiami upon them, 
the melancholy memorial of departed 
glory.” 

About one year after Dr. Thayer’s 
death, which was the last of March 1812, 
the seed of Divine truth, which he had 
exhausted his strength to sow, which he 
had so often watered with his tears, and 
cunmended to the blessing of God by 
prayers, bogan to spring up. A num- 
ber of youth manifested an unusual seri- 
ousness. Public worship was more gener- 
aliy attended. The countenances of the 
heavers were unusually solemn, their at- 
tention riveted, and numbers were drown- 
vila tears. A divine energy appeared to 
attend the instructions giver in the sanetu- 


ary, and in the family. No irvegularities 
were manifested in any of the relgious 
meetings. A profound solemnity uniform- 
ly pervaded them, It was the still small 
voice of Elijah’s God, which pierced with. 
the arrows of conviction, or consoled wit 
the promises of the Gospel. Ln privare 
conversation, those under serious iapres- 
sions generally expressed a deep sense oi 
the depravity,—the pollutions oi their 
hearts;—a conviction of ihe awful de nevil 
of sin, particularly that opposition cf teat 
to God, and his goverument, which thes 
discovered in the:nselves. “Phe convicuo.: 

of sin were so punge:t, as. to be alno» 
overwhelming. A view of their guilty the. 
than their danger, rendered tho-e who 
were under coaviction comfortless by day , 
and almost sleepiess by night. 

Many among those, who beeame hope- 
fully pious, stated, thit their atieution hal 
been gradually excite! to view the i npor- 
tance of eternal truths, from their studyinz 
the Seriptures in asoc al manner. Where 
hopes were obtained, distress of mind ws 
succeeded by a tranqail trame, which 
sometimes excited fears, lest they were rv 
turning to a state of stupidity. This com 
posure was usually attended with a de- 
gree of hope in the merits of Christ, and 
an expressed delight in the character, gov- 
ernment, word, worship and ordinances oj 
God, with earnest desires to be wholly de- 
voted to his service. When inquiring 0 
one, whose distress had subsided, wha: 
was the state of her mind, she answered to 
this effect. “Il cannot better describe my 
feelings, than by using the language vi 
Jacob: Truly God is in this place, ard 
knew it not. My mind has been explor- 
ing distant regions to discern the being 
aud pertections of God; but this morning 
I seem to behold him in every thing. His 
perfeetions are conspicuous in «ll his 
works. They are pre-eminently display- 
ed in the glorious work of redemption 
What appears most lovely in the churac- 
ter and government of Jehovah, is that 
HOLINESS which shines with such lustre in 
them. [seem to have lost that opposition 
oi heart to God which I once possessed.” 

The awakening continued trom Mare) 
to August, 1813. Twenty-four were aided 
to the church, more than one third oi 
whom were male members. Some oi 
these were persons who had previously 
entertained hopes. Some, who then ob- 
tained hopes, have not yet professed reli- 
gion. The fruits of this awakening, as 
far as my observation and information ex- 
tend, are a prayerful temper of mind, and 
a hamble, circumspect, aod exemplary 
conduct. That the Lord would graciously 
visit all our towns with a rain of right 
cousness; —that He would biess all vee 
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exertions to disseminate religious knewl- 
edge, and advanee the Redeemer’s cause, 
are the ardent desire of your affectionate 
triend and humble servant, 

Hervey WILBUR. 


MORAL SQCIETIES. 


Tae formation of small societies, in towns, 
parishes, and districts, for the suppres- 
sion of vice and the promotion of good 
miorals, is one of the happiest omens, 
which are now to be disgovered among us. 

A letter from a clergyman in Vermont 
to the editor of the Pauoplist states, that 
asoeiety had been formed in the town 
where be resides, for the suppression of 
profaneness, intemperance, sabbath- 
breaking, and other prominent immoral- 
ities. He adds, “Moral Societies are 
forming generally, I believe, through this 
State.” 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


TuE following particulars respecting late 
revivals of religion in Vermont, are tak- 
en from a letter da.ed April 6, 1814, and 
written by a student in Middlebury Col- 
lege to a clergyman in Massashusetts. 


The revival at Bridport began about a 
year ago, and continued in a progressive, 
silent, but solemn state, through the sum- 
mer. Towards the latter part of au- 
tumn, it began to be more powerful in its 
operations, and became more extensive. 
There was hardly a family bat shared in 
its blessed efficacy to subdue the stubborn 
and beal the wounded. During the win- 
ter, it became still more general. It was 
confined to no age, character, nor sect. 
The young and the old, the moralist, the 
universalist, and the infidel, have been 
made the monuments of God’s victorious 
grace. Eighty have already united with 
the church, and about thirty more are 
ready to come forward, and join the 
same heavenly band. Notwithstanding 
the revival has already been spreading and 
increasing more than twelve months, 
there is this circumstance attending it, 
which existsin but few revivals ef equal 
duration and extent, that it still appears 
to be rising towards its zenith. The 
Lord is still carrying on his own glorious 
work ina truly marvellous manner. The 
minister of the place is a faithful, rousing 
preacher, and his labors have been abun- 
dantiy successful in awakening the care- 
less and directing the inquiring. 

’ Of the revival at Pawlet I have 
not heard particulars; and can only ob- 
serve, that it has been pretty generally 


spread through the society. The work 
has been powerful in its progress, and 
glorious in its effects. I have not heard 
the precise number of persons, who are 
supposed to have shared in its saving ef- 
ficacy, but believe, that not far from a lun- 
dred have tasted and seen that the Lord 
is gracious since last fall. 

The awakening at Hebron commenced 
but a few weeks ago, and is now spread- 
ing under the most favorable circun- 
stanees. A large number, have already, as 
we have reason to hope, become — the 
subjects of renewing grace. 

At Weybridge the attention has but 
just begun. A small number have ob- 
tained a hope. 


DONATIQNS TO SUPPORT FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS AND TRANS- 
LATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


April 29, 1814. From the Merrimack 
Branch «f the Foreign Missionary Soci- 
ety, by Mr. Richard Bartlet, the Treas- 
urer, : $208 00 

From a person in Ando- ’ 
ver, (north parish, ) who last 
year sent the same sum, for 
the translations, ) 3 00. 

April 30. From persons in 
Kingsborough, (N. Y.) viz. 
from Dea. Samuel Giles, 

(half to missions and half to 
translations, ) $20 00 

The Rey. John Truair, of 
Vermont, 5 00 

A friend to foreign mis- 
sions, (half to translations,) 6 00 

From a friend to missions, 5 06 

From John Manrow, 1 00 

From Rebecca Wells, L 00 

From Eunice Wells, 1 00 

From a friend to foreign 
Missions, 1 00 

From Jennison Giles, 50 

From Nine friends of for- 
eign missions, in sums less 
than a dollar each, 

May 2. By cash collected 
at a prayer-meeting for mis- 
sionaries, in Charlestown, 7 5A 

3. From the following per- 
sons by Gen. Huntivgton of 
New London, viz. 

Col. Samuel Green, 2 50 

Nathan Belcher, Preston, 6 00 

Azariah Stanton, Stoning- 
ton, 2 00. 

From the Foreign Mission 
Society of New London, 11 00, 

From the Female Foreign 
Mission Society, at, Plain- 


2 44—45 oh 


ee 


Carried forward $21 50 253 54 





Rate 


“0p a aE Suir 


war Lay 











EON MENS it a th 


gee PH NOE Bact 2. « 


i8i4. 


Brought forward $21 50 $253 36 
field, (Con.) by Mrs. Han- 
uah Johnson, Treasurer, 12 00—33 50 

From Miss Lucretia Whit- 
nev, for the translations, 200 

y. By cash of Mr. Anson 
G. Phelps, of Hartford, 
Con.) half to missions and 
aulf to translations, 

Froin Mrs. Sarah Norris, 
af Rowley, for the transla- 
tions, 5 00 

10. From Christophilos,* 5 00 

12. From the Plympton 
Branch of the Heathen’s 
Friend Society, (a society of 
females,) by Mrs. Mary 


190 00 


Dexter, 22 06 
From a friend to the mis- 
slonary cause, 10 00 


19. By cash from the La- 
dies’ Cent Society in Nor- 
walk, by the Rev. M r. Swan, 
remitted by Mr. T. Dwight, 
jun. 40 00 

From Mr. Samuel T. 
Armstrong, as the clear 
as of Memoirs of Mrs, 


Newell, 100 00 
20. From the Female 

Cent Socicty in Plymouth, 

by Mrs. Abigail Judson, 20 00 
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LVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 


We very gladly give publicity to the fol- 
lowing conmmunication. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 

By inserting the following, in your ex- 
tensive and excellent publication, you 
willeblige a number of your friends, 
and, probably, the friends of the Gos- 


pei ministry in general, 


imPRESSED with the duty we owe to the 
public, and to our liberal donors, especial. 
ty, we give some further account of the 
rise, state, and progress of the Evangel- 
ica! Society, formed prince pally within the 
bounds of Pawlet and Rutland Associa- 
tions, in Vermont. 

_A number of Ministers, of Pawlet Asso- 
ciation met in Pawlet, March 6, 1804, and 
bound themselves by constitutional regula- 
uons, which they then adopted, for the 
express purpose of aiding pious and needy 


young men of promising talents, in acquir-. 


ing edudation fur the work of the Gospel 


Pe -1 short extract of a letter from 
Vhristophilos will appear in our next. 
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ministry. The Socicty soon became re- 
spectably numerous. 

The officers of the Society are, a Prest- 
dent, Vice President, Secretary, Clerk, 
and Treasurer, who are chosen annually. 

The fur@§s of the Society are at the dis- 
posal of a Board of Trustees, consisting of 
nine members, chosen annually. 

The Trustees are direeted, by the Con - 
stitution, to aid pious, and needy young 
men of promising talents, whose presses 
object is to engage in the work of the Gos- 
pel ministry, by lending them money, 
without interest, for a necessary term of 
time. 

In the year 1806, the following dona- 
tions were received by the hand of the 
Rev. William Jackson, from our liberal 
Patrons, whose names and liberalities are 
as follows: 

At Salem, (Mass.) 


William Gray, ¥,100 
John Norris, 59 
Nathaniel West, 40 
John Derby, 20 
Elias H. Derby, 20 
Henry Gray, 20 
Benjamin Pickman, 15 
John Jéuks, 10 
Jerethmiel Pierce, 10 
Aaron Wait, 10 


Mrs. Ward, 

Daniel Jenks, 

Daniel Lang, 

Walter P. Bartlet, 

A female friend, 

Femaie friends, 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, 
Dea. ——- Adams, 

At Newport. 

Hon. George Champlin, 

Willam Patten, D. D 

Ruth Wright, 

A friend, 


© GA cn Or Wn 


pe ee ST OD 
COW © 


»” 





Mr. Main, 5 
Jabez Denison, S, 

Rev. Caleb J. Tenny, 2 
Mr. —— Eleiy, 4, 

At Boston. 

Hon. William Phillips, 50. 
William R. Gray, 50 
Dea. S. Salisbury, 30 
A Friend, 30 
Henry Holmes, 50, 

A friend, 15 

Jolin Derby, 20 
Hon. James Sullivan, 20 
Joseph Eckley, D. D. 10 

Rev. Charles Lowel, 9 
A friend, 10 

A friend, 10. 
Perkins Nichols, 10 

A friend, 19 

A friend, Ne 

Dr. Jonathan Jor, 10 


Richard Derby, &5 


r 
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At Beverly. 
fol. Israck Thorndike, 50 
‘Thomas Davis, 5 
John Dike & J. Ellingwood, 5 
Betsey Eaton, 3 


A triend, 4 
Mrs. Pickard, 3 
A female friend, ! 
A friend, 5 
Rev. Joseph Emerson, 2 
Elizabeth Lovett, 3 
Av unknown friend, 19 
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Dauel D. Rogers, 10 At Newburyport. 
Joseph W. Jenkins, 10 Moses Brown, 20 
Jonathan Harris, 10 Nicholas Pike, Esq. 6 
A friend, 10 A friend, 6 
J. W. Walley, 10 Charles Whipple, 5 
A friend, 5 Dr. Charles Cotta, 10. 
Joseph bumstead, 6 Dea. ‘Thomas Thompson, KS 
Charles Walley, 10 Wiiliam Barilet, 20 
William Wells, jun. 5 John Petungel, 10 
Thomas Dawes, 10 Elias Hunt, 5 
William Thurston, Esq. 10 John O’Brien, 5 
avid ‘Tilden, 3 Benjamin Wyath, 5 
John West, 5 A friend, 5 
William Peiham, 3 Richard Pike, 19 
A friend, 10 Jonathan Marsh, 6 
A triend, 5 Leonard Smith, 10 
Rev. John Eiliot, D. D. 5 John Pearson, 10 
John Alkin, 5 John Rollins, 2 
In Books. Joseph O’Brien, 3 
‘David West, 10 75 Robert Foster, 3 
‘Thomas & Andrews, 30 Nathaniel Smith, 5 
White, Burdit, & Co. 15 A Friend, 3 
Oliver C. Greenleal, 5 Jeremiah Nelson, 5. 
Manning & Loring, 11 07 Joseph Noyes, 2 
Etheridge & Bliss, 12 62 A friend, 1 
“E. Cotton, - 3 At Rowley. 
A friend, 3 Rev. David Fallar, Ly 
At Providence. Friends at Exeter, 5 
Nicholas Brown, 20 
Jubez Bowen, 10 Since we received the above donations, 
‘Thomas P. Ives, 10 the funds of the Society, by entrance 
gAt Charlestown, (Mass. ) money, Which is one doijar for each mem- 
Editors of the Panoplist, (in ber, or ten dollars for life, and by annual 
buoks, ) 100 payments, which are one dollar per an- 
Jedidiah Morse, D. D. (in num, for each member, and by small dona- 
books, ) 50 tions from Churches and individuals, 
Richard Devens, Esq. 10 amount to $2,282 8v. 
Joseph Hurd, 10 Mucn move aid has been solicited by 
A friend, > young men of promising talents, patroniz- 
Oliver Keating, 10 ed by the Society, than our scanty funds 
David Woodware, 10 would enable us to afford. We have, how- 
John Austin, 3 ever, assisted in educating twenty three 
Artemas W ard, 10 young gentlemen, of whom we entertain 
Skinner & Hurd, 10 raised expectations of eminent service to 
A friend, 1s the churehes. Nine are already settled 
John Pratt, 5 in the work of the Gospel ministry, aud 
At Danvers. are calicd faithful. Five are now prom- 
Joseph Torrey, 5 ising candidates for the ministry, and oth- 
‘Enoch Poor, 5 ers are pursuing their collegiate or theo- 
Samuel Waiker, 4 olog cal education. 
Fitch Pool, 6 Sinee ministers of the Gospel are gen- 
Robert Shelaber, 10 erally embarrassed, and their usefulness 
Ebenezer Shelaber, ) impeded, by the want of pecuniary sup- 


port, especially in new settlements how 
desirable it ts, that indigent young men, 
rich in talents, who labor to devote them- 
selves to the arduous work of the Gospel 
ministry, should receive. such aid in ob- 
taining their education as will leave them 
free from a load of cebt, when settled in 
their work. 
By order of the Society, 
NatTuanten Hatt, See. 

P.S. The Evangelical Society contem- 

plates a union with Middlebury College 
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Charitable Society, which was lately form- 
ed fur the promotion of the same benevo- 


lent design. 
Gunville, NV. York, March 14, 1814. 


NEW ENGLAND TRACT SOCIETY. 


"rue deposite of the New England Tract 
Society has been opened ia the chamber 
over Mr. S. T. Armstroug’s Bookstore, 
No. 50, Cornhill. ‘This deposite contains 
Tracts on moral and religious subjects of 
50 different kinds, amounting in the 
whole to 300,000 Those of 24 pages 12 
mo. will be sold to members and Auxilia- 
ry Tract Societies at $2 33 1-3 per hun- 
dred; to others, wat mem be rs, at 
$3 33 1-3 per hundred. Smailer Tracts 
will be soid in the same prop: tion. 
The following are the tiles of the 
Tracts now published, Viz, 
Constitution, Addvess, &c. 
z le work of the tloly Spirit 
On Intemperance 
Reflections on Hebrews xii, 14. 
Warning Voice 
A Diaiogue between a Traveller and 
Yourself 
The happy Negro 
On the Lord’s Day 
The Dairy man’s Daughter 
The She pherd of Salisbury Plain 
Tis all for the best 
On the Third Commandment 
To the Spectator of a Fuueral 
The — of Truth 
The Progress of Sin 
Pious Resolutions 
Parley the Porier 
Three Dialogues between a Minister and 
one of his parishioners 
“‘itemember the Sabbath Day to keek it 
holy” 
A Closet Companion, or a help to ser 
Examination 


The repentance and happy death of the 
Earl of Rochester 

Copy of'a Letter from the eclebrated Dr. 
Isaac Watts to Madaiw Sewaill on ibe 
death of her children 

The Christian indeed 

The importance of Sobriety illustrated by 
the evils of lutemperance 

Sin, no trifle 

Paregtal duties 

The instruction of the Rising Generation 
in the prineiples of the Chistian liclig- 
ion recommeudes} 

A Serious Address to children and youth, 
relating to the great and aapeery du- 
ty of prayer 

Advices to Children, relating | i» prayer 

The Westmiuster Assembly’s Shorter 
Catechisin 

To a Child 

Hiymns tor Infant Minds 

Sermons to Children. ‘Io which are adid- 
ed, Short Hymns suited to the subjccis 

A Present to Children at Sci:ool 

Divine and Moral Sougs for Children 

To Chiliren 

Early piety recommended, the history 
ot Miss Dinah Doudney, of Povtsea, 
(Eng.) 

Filial Duties 

An Affectionate Address to young Chiis- 
tlans 

A persuasive to Public Worship 

The importance of Speaking Truth 

Moderation in Food 

An Address to Youth 

No life pleasing to God but that which is 
userul to maukind 

Subjeets for Consideration 

To the afilicted 

To the Aged 

A Sketch of the life of the late Rev. 
John Cowper 

The Swearer reproved, or his oath ex- 
plained 

Family Worship 


OBITUARY. 


Dtep, in England, the Rev. Mr. Hey- 
vtneTon of the denomination of Metho- 
lists. So anxious were many of his ad- 
mirers to possess some memorial of the 
deceased, that his effects, books, &e. were 
sold at the most extravagant prices. A 
eart not worth six peunds sold for 200 
pounds; an old arm chair, not worth five 
dollars, for sixty guineas; and a hymn 
book, worth half a crown, for twenty-six 
guineas. 

At Saybrook, (Con.) the Rev. Sawvet 
MILts, aged 60. 

At South Hero, (Ver.) on the 29th: of 
Tan. lest, Col. Exuxaim Sawyer, aged 


94, formeriy of Lancaster, Mass. Lie 
was an officer in the provincial armies, 
in the reigns of George IL, and George 
Ill, and in the American army during 
the revolution. 

At Rutland, (Ver.) Mr. . Jesera 
Green, aged 27, murdered. 

At Medfield, onthe 28th of Feb. last, 
the Rev. Tuouas Prentiss; D. D. ngnis- 
ter of the Congregational church and so- 
ciety in that tow n, aged 66. 

At Wiscasset, on the Ist of March last, 
the Hon. Simas Lr gE, Attorney of the U. 
S. for the District of Maine. He was 
griduated at Harvard College in 1784, s 
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Representative in Congress in 1801, and 
siuce that time till his decease he has held 
the office above-mentioned. For several 
of the last years of his fe, he held the 
olice of Judge of Probate tor the county 
of Lincoln. His age was 53. 

At Essex, (Vt.) Mrs. Saran Morean, 
wife of the Rey. Asapu Morgan, aged 
o2. 

At Concord, (Mass.) onthe 2ith of 
Feb. last, Mrs. Lynia Bact, aged 99. 

At Boston, Mosrs Bascom, Esq. Rep- 
resentative of the town of Gillin the Gen- 
eral court, aged 53. 

At Brookfield, the Hon. Prtny Menr- 
nick, Esq. 

At Stonington, (Con.) Mrs. Content 
Lane WORTHY, aged 105. 

At Boardman, (Ohio) Maj. Ricwarp 
Fxiot, formerly of Kent, (Con.) The 
cireumstances of his death are thus stated 
in the newspapers. 

On returning at evening from the town 
ef Poland, he observed two lights coming 
towards him in the shape of a half moon; 
and when the lights met him, they seem- 
ed to enclose him in a eirele round his 
breast, when he heard a voice distinctly 
say, lre you prepared to die? to which he 
answered, Jj it is God's will, I think I 
am. The lights then passed him a short 
distance, but turning back followed him 
uutil he arrived against the burying 
ground, where they made a stand, and 
he could observe them on looking back 
for halfa mile. Qn reaching home, he 
stated the above circumstances to his 
family, and afterwards to several of his 
particular friends, adding his full belicf 
that he was soon to die, and making his 
preparations accordingly with manifest 
resignation to the will of Providence. 
On the third day after seeing the lights, 
he was seized with the prevailing epi- 
demic, and died the next day. 

At Easton, (Md.) James Eantr, Esq. 
Cashier of the Farmers’ Branch Bank. 

At Waterford, (N. Y.) a Mrs. Exoren, 
killed by her husband while he was (as it 
is supposed) in a fit ef insanity. 

At New York, Mrs. Brinsrt Rae- 
LAND, a native of Ireland; she had been 
thrown into the fire by her husband, and 
was burnt so as to occasion her death. 
Verdict, murder. 

At Millbury, (Mass.) on the 26th of 
Feb. last, Col. Jonaraaw Hormay, aged 
32, an active officer in the revolutionary 
war, 

At Boston, on the 13th of March last, 
Mr. Joun P. Crank, late cashier of the 
State Bank, aged 34. 

Near Bladensburg, (Md.) Lieut. Hart, 
ofthe U.S. army, murdered in a duel by a 
brother ofScer. 


Odituaryw.1o Correshondeni:: 


At Parma, (Italy,) Jz.% Barvist: 
Bonont, the most celebrated painter ip 
Italy, aged 73. ' 

In France, Gen. Count Wattarrr, 
colonel of the Imperial horse guards, 
aged 52. 

As Lancaster, (Ohio,) Mr, Joun Dux 
LaP, aged 100. 

At Leicester, (Mass.) Jaren Brantry, 
Esq. amember of the H. K. of Mass 
from Lee. | 

At Guilford, (Con.) Gen. Avevustrs 

Coitrns, for many years a member ot 
the H.R. of that state. 
_ Inthe district of Columbia, Ensign S. 
Il. Bayan, murdered in a duel by » 
Lieutenant of U.S. army. Bryan’s pis. 
tols missed fire twice. 

At Enfietd, (Con.) Rev. Groner Ar- 
wuL. 

At Philadelphia, on the 2d inst. the 
Hon. Nicnoras Gitman, Esq. a Senator 
of U.S. from New Hampshire. 

At Ipswich, (Mass.) Mrs. 
WHEELER, aged 100. 

In Spain, the Marquis of SomEenNeEos, 
late Governor of Cuba. 

At St. Johns, (N. B.)in the 76th year 
of his age, the Hon. Wirttiam Hazen, 2 
member of the Executive Council from 
the formation of thet province in 1783. 

Near Paris, killed in the battle of 
March 30th, RaraTet, the aid of the Late 
Gen. Moreau. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tat paper of H. S. on The Prophecy 
of the Vials and the Remarks on Rev. 
xiii, we decline to insert; principally be- 
cause brief interpretations of prophecy, 
when they relate to difficult passages, 
often perplex the minds of readers, and 
sometimes diminish their reverence for 
the prophetical writings. This reason 
does not apply, in our apprehension, to 
the Morse! from the Prophecies, which 
we have admitted. 

Weare again under the necessity 0! 
reminding our correspondents, that no 
obituary notices can be inserted, unless 
the persons who communicate them are 
known to us, or we have authentic infor- 
mation of their accuracy from some oth 
er qrarter. 

We received, sometime sinee, 4 pa 
per containing Odjections to sending 
Female Alissionaries, and another writ- 
ten by a person who had seen the forme: 
in manuscript containing Answers 
these Objections. We have not decided, 
whether the discussion of this sulyect 
will be useful. 

Our poetical correspondents @® rr 
quested to exergise patience 





